campers
Spend your summer with God

LESSON SNAPSHOT
BOTTOM LINE:
Jesus is worthy of our praise.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn to praise Jesus joyfully.
KEY PASSAGE:
Luke 19:28-40, The Triumphal Entry.
MEMORY VERSE:
“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is
completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns.” - Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)
SUMMARY:
On a camping trip, nothing’s more joyful than singing songs under the stars. Kids will
learn that they should praise Jesus joyfully.
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
We thank you for all the things you have done. We love you, and we give praise to your
name!
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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MEMORY VERSE
“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus.” - Philippians 1:6 (NIV)
“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns.” - Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)
LARGE GROUP:
Write each word of the verse on a poster board. Bring enough kids on stage so each
kid can hold one of the words. Then have the kids unscramble the words and put them
in order on stage so it can be read by the audience.
SMALL GROUP:
Have the kids practice saying their memory verse, then see who can say it backwards.

HAPPY CAMPERS: SINGING CAMPFIRE SONGS

campers
Spend your summer with God

SKIT
THAT DAVID GUY
ITEMS NEEDED:
Guitar
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 4M
CHARACTERS:
Jeff, Ted, Rick- Shepherds
David- The guy from the Bible
Jeff, Ted, and Rick are sitting on stage as if around a campfire.
JEFF: Ahh, this is the life, isn’t it boys?
TED: Quite right, quite right.
JEFF: You couldn’t make me work in the city for nothing.
RICK: You said it, Jeff.
TED: We got fresh air, we got a warm fire.
RICK: And good buds.
TED: You know what I feel like?
RICK: What’s that?
TED: We should sing some campfire songs.
JEFF: We haven’t sung campfire songs in ages!
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SKIT
TED: So let’s sing some!
RICK: With what? We don’t have a guitar.
TED: I think that kid of Jesse’s has one.
RICK/JEFF: No, no, no!
JEFF: Not David.
TED: What? Why not?
JEFF: Because he’ll want us to sing his songs!
TED: He writes songs?
RICK: Yes, and they’re all the same.
JEFF: Oh great, here he comes.
David enters.
DAVID: Hey, guys. Did someone say they wanted to sing songs?
RICK: No! Not at all.
JEFF: Yeah, I got a sore throat.
DAVID: Oh come on, guys. Let’s sing a few songs.
TED: Do you really write songs?
DAVID: I do, and they’re all about God.
RICK: Ugh!
DAVID: Ugh? Why do you say ugh?
RICK: You always sing about God. Why not sing about Michael rowing his boat ashore?
DAVID: Because Michael didn’t create me. God did. God gave me a family, good
health, this job, this beautiful night. Did I ever tell you about the time he helped me defeat a giant?
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JEFF/RICK: Yes!
DAVID: God’s done so much for me, I can’t help but sing about him.
TED: I think I understand. He sounds amazing.
DAVID: He is amazing. Come on, guys, let’s sing a song about our God.
TED: Come on, fellas, what do you say?
RICK: Well, he did make this beautiful night.
JEFF: And the wind is in the east, so for once we’re upwind of the sheep. That’s something to be thankful for.
DAVID: Then let’s thank God with a song!
David leads them all singing a song. End.
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OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
ITEMS NEEDED:
Birthday cake with lit candles
Bring the cake out for the kids. Ask who has had a birthday recently. Ask all the kids to
sing “Happy Birthday” and let the birthday kid blow out the candles.
Birthdays are one of many occasions when people like to sing. Can you think of any
other special days when we burst into song?
Singing is a popular campfire tradition too. If you ever go to camp, you’ll learn dozens of
fun songs that people have sung around the campfire for generations. Singing can help
you bring a fun-filled day to a close with a big smile on your face.
There’s another time and place when we sing, and that’s in church. Here at church
we sing about God. We sing to thank him for all he has done. We sing to tell him how
wonderful he is, and to praise him just for who he is. God has given us this big beautiful world and a beautiful Savior. He is the greatest reason we have to sing. And guess
what? Jesus loves to hear us sing!
When it’s time to praise God, sing loud, and sing with joy. He deserves our love, our
praise, and our songs!

HAPPY CAMPERS: SINGING CAMPFIRE SONGS

campers
Spend your summer with God

LARGE GROUP GAME
DON’T FORGET THE LYRICS
ITEMS NEEDED:
A few current pop songs (clean!)
INSTRUCTIONS:
Choose three players. Each player will get a chance to play. Play a few lines from a
popular song, and then pause the song. The player will get one chance to sing the next
line of the song correctly. If they do so, they get a prize.
VARIATION:
You can also use praise songs, nursery rhymes, and other songs familiar to the kids.
Remember your audience and plan according to their knowledge level.
WHAT’S THE POINT?
God wants us to sing loud and strong when we praise him.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
Jesus is worthy of our praise.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn to praise Jesus joyfully.
KEY PASSAGE:
Luke 19:28-40, The Triumphal Entry.
INTRO
There are certain things we do in the woods we just don’t do at home. When we go
camping, we spend a lot less time on electronic devices and more time interacting with
real people. Instead of instant messages and Facebook posts, we speak to real people.
We don’t have a choice, because there’s no power and no signal in the woods!
In the woods we spend more time being active. We fish for our food. We travel and
explore. We pay more attention to the beauty of nature because there is less to distract
us from nature. We see more sights, we see more animals, we enjoy the beauty of
creation.
You know what else we do in the woods? We sing! Instead of listening to iPods, we sing
our own songs with each other. Sometimes we sing with a guitar. Sometimes we just
sing. We sing old, familiar songs, many of which people have sung for generations.
Just for fun, lead the kids in a chorus of “Kum Bah Yah.”
Singing is also a unique part of the Christian life. We sing in church, we sing in small
groups, and we sing whenever and wherever we gather. We sing because God commanded us to sing. We sing because that is one of the things believers have always
done to celebrate God.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
Today’s scripture takes us to a day when the people of Jerusalem burst into song. It’s
one of the last happy, joyful days Jesus had before he went to the cross: the day he
rode into Jerusalem.
READ LUKE 19:28-40
MAIN POINT
What an amazing picture Luke gives us. First, we have Jesus riding into Jerusalem on
a donkey. It was an entrance fit for a king – literally. In ancient times when a king came
in peace, he rode on the back of a donkey as the people came out to greet him. Jesus
chose to ride in on a donkey to let the people know their true king had come.
What makes the scene even more beautiful is how the people greeted him. In a spontaneous act of love and adoration, they flooded the streets. Those who had cloaks lined
the street with their garments, and those who did not have them, grabbed palm branches to lay on the road. Others waved palm branches in the air. Everyone was singing,
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
Less than a week later, this same mob of people would be the one to condemn Jesus
to die. As tragic as that story is, Jesus’ death would only give us more reason to sing
his praises. Jesus willingly laid down his life so we could live forever with him. For that
reason and so many more, we all need to lift our voices and praise the Lord.
DRIVE IT HOME
As humans we have a number of ways that we show gratitude and thanks. When people give us gifts, we send thank you cards. When someone does something really special, we will do something for them or get them a gift as a symbol of our thanks. Candy,
flowers, gift cards, all of these can say “thank you” when given with a spirit of gratitude.
But sometimes words just aren’t enough. We can’t just say the words, “Thank you,” or
even, “We appreciate you.” We need to sing! That’s why we have fight songs in sports,
so we can sing of our love for our favorite team. That’s why we have praise songs, so
we can really make our voices heard.
God has been so good to us. Think of all the blessings we take for granted: a nice place
to live, a family, a church that loves God and loves others. Every day, God gives us new
blessings and new reasons to celebrate his love for us.
There are many words I can use to wrap up this message, to remind us all that we need
to sing praise to God. However, the best way I can think of to wrap up this lesson is with
a song. Let’s lift our voices once more, and let’s praise God as we bring this message
to a close.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
Bring one of your worship leaders on stage to sing a praise chorus with the kids.
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
We thank you for all the things you have done. We love you, and we give praise to your
name!
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
ICEBREAKER
What’s your favorite singalong song?
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Philippians 1:6
Have the kids practice saying their memory verse, then see who can say it backwards.
SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Play a musical game of Simon Says, where Simon keeps changing the songs the kids
sing.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Luke 19:28-40
Where was Jesus going in this story?
How did Jesus enter Jerusalem?
What did the people do when Jesus arrived in Jerusalem?
Why were the people singing for Jesus?
What is one reason you have to praise God?
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
We praise you for who you are and all you have done. Teach us to sing your praises
always, and let us glorify your name.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

HAPPY CAMPERS: SINGING CAMPFIRE SONGS

campers
Spend your summer with God

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
ICEBREAKER
What’s your favorite singalong song?
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Philippians 1:6
Have the kids practice saying their memory verse, then see who can say it backwards.
SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Have the kids create a skit and act out the story of the triumphal entry.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Luke 19:28-40
How did Jesus enter Jerusalem?
What did the people do when Jesus arrived in Jerusalem?
Why do we praise God with songs?
Besides singing, what are some other ways we praise God?
What is one reason you have to praise God?
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
We praise you for who you are and all you have done. Teach us to sing your praises
always, and let us glorify your name.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
1. Jesus was on his way to
A. Jerusalem.*
B. Bethlehem.
C. Nazareth.
2. Jesus sent his disciples to
A. fetch a horse.
B. rent a room.
C. fetch a donkey.*
3. The people greeted Jesus with
A. palm branches.
B. singing.
C. Both A and B.*
4. Jesus said if the people didn’t sing,
A. he would just leave.
B. the rocks would cry out.*
C. he would not do any more miracles.
5. We sing in church because
A. it’s good entertainment.
B. we want to praise God.*
C. we have a piano, so we might as well, right?
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: SINGING CAMPFIRE SONGS
IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
On a camping trip, nothing’s more joyful than singing songs under the stars. Kids will
learn that they should praise Jesus joyfully. Luke 19:28-40, The Triumphal Entry.
HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Why not turn on the Christian radio station in the car and sing some songs to God as a
family? Or forget the radio and just sing praise songs on your own?
AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- What did the people do when Jesus entered Jerusalem?
- What did Jesus say would happen if the people did not sing for him?
- What reasons do we have to praise Jesus?

AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is
completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns.” - Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)

PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Is praise a part of your family’s spiritual life? Make it a point to sing praise and worship
songs with the kids in church, in the car, and elsewhere. Teach your kids that they can
praise God anywhere they go.

HAPPY CAMPERS: SINGING CAMPFIRE SONGS

“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that
he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be
on the day Christ Jesus returns.”
- Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)
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CRAFT ACTIVITY
Have the kids create a collage from magazine clippings, showing some of the reasons
we have to praise God.
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