campers
Spend your summer with God

LESSON SNAPSHOT
BOTTOM LINE:
Jesus wants us to go out and serve others.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn it is their responsibility to serve Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE:
Luke 10:1-17, Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-two
MEMORY VERSE:
“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is
completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns.” - Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)
SUMMARY:
During your camping trip, it’s nice to go out to the hiking trails and explore nature. Kids
will learn that Jesus sends us out to help and serve others.
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Lead us and guide us as we go out into the world and serve others in your name.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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MEMORY VERSE
“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus.” - Philippians 1:6 (NIV)
“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns.” - Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)
LARGE GROUP:
Choose three kids from the audience. Have each one “sing” the memory verse in a
different musical style - country, hip hop, oldies, opera, etc.
SMALL GROUP:
Put each word of the memory verse on a card. Have the kids rearrange the cards and
put the words in order.
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SKIT
NOT OUT THERE!
ITEMS NEEDED:
Backpacks
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 2M
CHARACTERS:
Dave- A dad who loves the wilderness
Ernie- Dave’s “indoor kid” son
Dave and Ernie enter with backpacks.
DAVE: Okay, Ernie, let’s do our checklist one more time. Backpack?
ERNIE: Check!
DAVE: Flashlight?
ERNIE: Check!
DAVE: Trail mix?
ERNIE: Check!
DAVE: Water bottle?
ERNIE: Check!
DAVE: Field guide for spotting birds?
ERNIE: No, but I have this week’s edition of Popular Science magazine!

HAPPY CAMPERS: GOING ON A HIKE

SKIT
DAVE: Popular Science? We’re going on a hike!
ERNIE: And I’m bringing my magazine in case I get bored.
DAVE: Ernie, you won’t get bored. This is the forest. It’s God’s country. You’re gonna
see all kinds of beauty and wildlife.
ERNIE: I am?
DAVE: Certainly! Why these woods are teeming with life.
ERNIE: What kind of life?
DAVE: Just the usual. Squirrels.
ERNIE: I like squirrels.
DAVE: Birds, chipmunks, possums, deer.
ERNIE: I like deer.
DAVE: Maybe even a bear.
ERNIE: I like… wait, what did you say?
DAVE: I said we might see a bear.
ERNIE: Have a good time, Dad. I’ll be right here, reading Popular Science.
DAVE: What’s the matter?
ERNIE: I’m not going out into a woods full of bears!
DAVE: You’re not afraid of seeing bears, are you?
ERNIE: No, I’m afraid of being eaten by bears!
DAVE: Ernie, listen, we came out here for some adventure. You’re not going to get
adventure sitting in a cabin reading a magazine. There’s a big beautiful world out there.
God’s country!
ERNIE: God can keep it!
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SKIT
DAVE: Come on, Ernie. When you’re older, do you want to remember reading magazines or having adventures?
ERNIE: I don’t care, so long as I do get older.
DAVE: Ernie, trust me. You’re going to be sorry if you miss this.
ERNIE: I don’t know, Dad. It still sounds dangerous.
DAVE: It can be. But it can also be the greatest thing you ever do.
ERNIE: You’re right. I’ll give it a try. Who’s afraid of a bear, anyway? Besides, I
don’t have to run faster than a bear to be safe.
DAVE: You don’t?
ERNIE: No, I just have to run faster than you!
End.
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OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
ITEMS NEEDED:
Pedometer
Ask the kids if they or their parents have ever used a pedometer. Put it on one of the
kids and let them walk around to test it out. Then just for fun, have them shake it and
see what happens.
Pedometers are useful tools for people who want to get fit and stay healthy. They help
us track our steps to see how far we’ve walked. They work in the woods, in the city, on
the side walk, anywhere you go. And they tell you how far you’ve come.
God is calling us to go out into our world. He wants us to get out of our homes and
churches so we can serve God by serving others. There’s work to do in our communities, and even in our neighborhoods – work we can do in Jesus’ name. We can assist
the poor, the needy, the elderly, or even just a friend in need. By doing so, we can be
God’s hands and feet and share his love with others.
Don’t sit on the sidelines and watch things happen. Get up, get moving, and get serving. See what adventures God has for you to do, right here in our community. One day
you’ll look back, and just like this pedometer, you’ll be amazed to see how far you’ve
come.
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LARGE GROUP GAME
SHAKE IT UP
ITEMS NEEDED:
Four pedometers
INSTRUCTIONS:
Choose one player for this game. Strap a pedometer on each wrist and ankle, set at
zero. The player has one minute to shake, jump, and stomp until all four pedometers
have over 100 steps recorded on them. If they reach 100 steps on all four in 60 seconds or less, they win a prize.
VARIATION:
For younger kids, just strap two pedometers on them, on the wrists or ankles.
WHAT’S THE POINT?
God wants us to take a hike, to go out and to serve others.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
Jesus wants us to go out and serve others.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn it is their responsibility to serve Jesus.
KEY PASSAGE:
Luke 10:1-17, Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-two
INTRO
No trip into the woods is complete without a little exploring. For as long as people have
been going into the woods, people have been taking hikes. If you and your family have
ever been camping, odds are you’ve taken a few hikes as well.
Some prefer the relative ease and safety of trails that have been well-tread and marked
out for them. Many of our national parks and state parks have beautiful hiking trails that
can lead to some breathtaking sites, from mountaintop views to hidden waterfalls.
Some people prefer to take the trails on horseback. They ride like the old American explorers did down the trails and experience the beauty of nature on the back of a horse.
Still others, craving real adventure, leave the horse trails and walking paths and explore
the deep woods. This can be a little more dangerous, especially in places filled with
poison ivy or wildlife, but it’s an adventure that you will never forget.
Whatever path people take, it’s a much more exciting and thrilling way to spend the
time than sitting inside and looking out a window. But that’s exactly what many Christians choose in their spiritual lives. They would rather sit in their pews on Sunday and
keep their faith at home during the week. They’re missing out on the adventures they
could have serving Jesus!
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
God doesn’t want us to hide our faith. He needs us to get involved. Early on in his ministry Jesus began preparing his own disciples to take on the work he began – work he
expects us to continue!
READ LUKE 10:1-17
MAIN POINT
Jesus didn’t deceive his followers. He told them they had to go, and he told them it
would be challenging, saying they would be like lambs among wolves. Nevertheless,
Jesus asked them to go and spread the good news that he had given them.
The people returned to Jesus amazed. They shared the good news, just as Jesus
asked, and they found that all the power Jesus promised them really was theirs. “Even
the demons submit to us in your name,” they said.
Jesus sent the seventy-two out to show them that they could continue his work when he
was gone. He also did it to show us we could do the same.
DRIVE IT HOME
The seventy-two learned three things from their first mission experience. First, they
learned that Jesus needed their help. “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few,”
he says. Jesus wants his disciples to travel the whole Earth, sharing the good news
wherever they go.
Our church is here to help those who believe in Jesus to grow and learn more about
him, but it was never intended to be our hiding place. Jesus wants us to go out into our
community and the whole world, sharing the good news in words and actions. We can
tell people about Jesus, but we can also serve people, meeting their needs and being
Jesus’ hands and feet. Many times it’s our actions, not our words, that convince people
that Jesus really loves them!
They also learned to go in peace. Jesus told them to stay where they were invited and
to share the good news with people willing to listen. God has given us free will, and
Jesus said if someone rejected the word, we are to move on.
It’s tempting to get into arguments with people, but arguments can lead to hateful words
and actions. Sharing the gospel requires us to speak the truth in love. Be at peace with
everyone, and share the good news with those who welcome it.
The last thing they learned was that Jesus would give them power. The people who
went out and served came back and reported that demons had submitted to them, just
as they had Jesus. It’s proof that when we serve Jesus, he gives us power to stand up
to evil and show people that God is the one true God.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
Whether or not you’re an outdoor person, God is calling you to go out. He has enough
believers sitting inside already, watching the world go by instead of serving in it. Ask Jesus to show you where to go and how to serve him when you get there. Don’t miss out
on the adventure that happens when we step out of our safe places and serve Jesus.
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Lead us and guide us as we go out into the world and serve others in your name.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
ICEBREAKER
What was the most fun you ever had on a walk or a hike?
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Philippians 1:6
Put each word of the memory verse on a card. Have the kids rearrange the cards and
put the words in order.
SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Have the kids play follow the leader around the room. Instruct the leader to walk,
march, and move in silly ways, and instruct the others to follow in the same way.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Luke 10:1-17
How many people did Jesus send out to serve others?
What warnings did he give the seventy-two?
What instructions did he give the seventy-two about people who rejected them?
Did Jesus give the people power to serve him? How do we know?
What are some things we can do to go and serve Jesus this week?
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Forgive us for the times we sit on the sidelines and refuse to serve. Help us to go and
serve others so that they can know Jesus.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
ICEBREAKER
What was the most fun you ever had on a walk or a hike?
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Philippians 1:6
Put each word of the memory verse on a card. Have the kids rearrange the cards and
put the words in order.
SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Have the kids act out a skit showing what might have happened to two of the seventy-two people Jesus sent out to serve others.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Luke 10:1-17
What instructions did Jesus give the seventy-two?
How did Jesus tell them to handle rejection?
What did Jesus give the seventy-two to help them on their mission?
Why does God need us to go out and serve others?
What are some things we can do this week to serve others in Jesus’ name?
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Forgive us for the times we sit on the sidelines and refuse to serve. Help us to go and
serve others so that they can know Jesus.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
How many people did Jesus choose to go out and serve others?
72
Jesus said they would be like _____ among wolves.
LAMBS
If the people rejected them, Jesus said to shake the _____ from their feet.
DUST
“Whomever listens to ____ listens to me.”
YOU
“Even the _____ submit to us in your name.”
DEMONS

HAPPY CAMPERS: GOING ON A HIKE

5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: GOING ON A HIKE
IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
During your trip, it’s nice to go out to the hiking trails and explore nature. Kids will learn
that Jesus sends us out to help and serve others. Luke 10:1-17, Jesus Sends Out the
Seventy-two
HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Run an errand with the kids this week to do some good for someone in need. Drop
some canned goods at a food kitchen, donate some clothes, or get involved in a church
service project.
AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Whom did Jesus send out to teach people about him?
- What instructions did Jesus give the seventy-two?
- What are some ways we can share the gospel by serving others?
AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is
completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns.” - Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)
PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Serving others in Jesus’ name is everyone’s responsibility. Ask God how you can serve
him as you go about your work week, and ask him to give you the power to share the
gospel through your service.
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he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be
on the day Christ Jesus returns.”
- Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)

“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that
he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be
on the day Christ Jesus returns.”
- Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)

“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that
he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be
on the day Christ Jesus returns.”
- Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)

“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that
he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be
on the day Christ Jesus returns.”
- Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)

CUT ON DASHED LINE

campers
Spend your summer with God

CRAFT ACTIVITY
Use the included coloring sheet. As the kids color, ask them to answer the question on
the coloring sheet. How can we serve Jesus in the coming week?
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