campers
Spend your summer with God

LESSON SNAPSHOT
BOTTOM LINE:
The Holy Spirit helps us keep our fire burning for Jesus.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn who the Holy Spirit is and what he does.
KEY PASSAGE:
Acts 2:1-12, The Holy Spirit Comes.
MEMORY VERSE:
“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is
completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns.” - Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)
SUMMARY:
When the camping trip is over, make sure that the campfire is out. Kids will learn that
with the promised Holy Spirit, the fire of good news will never go out.
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Thank you for sending your Holy Spirit so that we can have a personal relationship with
you.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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MEMORY VERSE
“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus.” - Philippians 1:6 (NIV)
“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns.” - Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)
LARGE GROUP:
Split the main group in two. See which group can recite the verse from memory the
loudest.
SMALL GROUP:
Without putting the verse on display or looking it up, see how many kids can recite the
memory verse.
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SKIT
THE FIRE
ITEMS NEEDED:
A “fire costume” for the Holy Spirit
Ranger costume
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 2M/1F
CHARACTERS:
Carolyn- Park ranger
James- Christian
The Holy Spirit
James and the Holy Spirit enter. The Holy Spirit should be dressed in red, orange, etc
to look like a fire. Carolyn enters.
CAROLYN: Hold it right there, sir!
JAMES: Hello.
CAROLYN: Where do you think you’re going?
JAMES: I was just on my way to visit some friends. I think they’re at camp area B.
CAROLYN: You’re not taking that with you?
JAMES: (points to the Holy Spirit) Him?
CAROLYN: Him, it, whatever! You can’t bring that in here!
JAMES: But he goes everywhere I go!
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CAROLYN: Sir, it is a federal offense to spread fire in a national park.
JAMES: Oh, but this is no ordinary fire. This is the Holy Spirit!
SPIRIT: Woooo!
CAROLYN: The Holy Spirit?
SPIRIT: Woooo!
JAMES: Yes, the Holy Spirit!
SPIRIT: Woooo!
JAMES: He goes everywhere I go. He keeps me connected to Jesus because he’s
Christ’s presence in my heart.
CAROLYN: Sure looks like a fire to me.
JAMES: Oh, he is a fire! He’s the fire of the Lord, and he keeps the flames burn
ing in my heart for Jesus.
CAROLYN: And he goes everywhere with you?
JAMES: You betcha. Church, school, the mall, the skate park, the comic shop. Wherever I go, the Holy Spirit goes too.
SPIRIT: Woooo!
CAROLYN: I see. How do you get this Holy Spirit?
SPIRIT: Woooo!
JAMES: Just ask Jesus to come into your heart. He’ll give you the Spirit—
SPIRIT: Woooo!
JAMES: And the Spirit will be with you always.
SPIRIT: Woooo!
CAROLYN: It is necessary for him to yell like that all the time?

HAPPY CAMPERS: KEEPING THE FIRE GOING

SKIT
JAMES: Hey, when you have the Holy Spirit—
SPIRIT: Woooo!
JAMES: It’ll make you want to shout too! Woooo!
SPIRIT: Woooo!
JAMES: Woooo!
SPIRIT: Woooo!
CAROLYN: Sounds like an exciting friend to have. Mind if I tag along? I’d like to get to
know him a little better.
JAMES: He would love nothing more.
SPIRIT: Woooo!
End.
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OBJECT LESSON OR KIDS SERMON
ITEMS NEEDED:
Flashlight
We’ve talked about a lot of camping essentials the last few weeks, haven’t we? We’ve
talked about camping gear, camping activities, and camping traditions. We’ve talked
about tents and campfires and sleeping bags. There’s one more piece of camping gear
I’d like to share with you all. It’s the tool you want to have late at night when you need to
find a place to use the restroom. Can anyone guess what it is?
Turn down the lights, if possible, and turn on the flashlight.
You don’t want to go camping without a flashlight, do you? Out in the woods, there’s no
exterior lighting. If you don’t bring your own light, you’ll stumble around in the dark. Not
exactly a safe idea, is it?
But, if you bring a flashlight with you, the light you need goes where you go. It lights
your path, and it helps you see where you are going. It can give you some comfort too,
especially when you hear some spooky sounds out in the woods!
Jesus wants us to take a light with us – his Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God’s presence who dwells in our hearts. When we have the Holy Spirit, the fire we get from being
with Jesus goes with us. That fire is with us at home, at school, any place we go. He
keeps us connected to Jesus, and he lights our way in the darkness.
If you don’t have the Holy Spirit, today is a great day to receive him. Ask Jesus to be
your Savior, and the Holy Spirit will come. He will never leave you, and he will always
go with you. That’s one life essential you don’t want to be without!
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LARGE GROUP GAME
DON’T DROP THE EGG
ITEMS NEEDED:
Two spoons
Two eggs
Orange cones
INSTRUCTIONS:
Create a race course in your room that will require racers to zigzag through a series of
orange cones. Choose two racers and have them stand at the starting line. Each racer
must carry a spoon with an egg on it through the course. The first person to complete
the course – or the last person with an egg still on their spoon – wins.
VARIATION:
Additional racers can be added, if desired. If you are worried about the mess, use ping
pong balls in place of eggs.
WHAT’S THE POINT?
You can’t win this race without the egg. Don’t cross the finish line without it. And don’t
go anywhere without God’s Holy Spirit!
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
The Holy Spirit helps us keep our fire burning for Jesus.
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn who the Holy Spirit is and what he does.
KEY PASSAGE:
Acts 2:1-12, The Holy Spirit Comes.
INTRO
Our camp time has just about come to an end. It’s always sad when vacations end, isn’t
it? We have to leave a place filled with fun and memories and return to normal life. No
more hikes, no more songs around the campfire, no more canoes or swimming in the
lake. It’s back to home, back to reality, and of course, back to school.
One of the most important things to do before you return to reality is to make sure that
the campfire is out! Whether you only burn one at night or keep it burning all day, campfires require special attention. One spark in a stray wind can devastate entire forests.
That’s why we have so many rules and restrictions on campfires and why it’s so important that we make sure they are out before we leave.
It’s a shame we can’t take the campfire with us, isn’t it? The smell of the campfire would
bring back so many memories every day as we go about our normal life. We’d remember the place that we’ve been, and we’d find joy even on the worst of days if we could
get just one whiff of that fire.
There is, however, a fire we can take with us. This isn’t a campfire, but a spiritual fire.
It’s the fire that burns in our hearts when we meet Jesus in church, at VBS, or even at
camp. It’s the fire of God’s Holy Spirit. But unlike the campfire, this is one fire we can
take with us. In fact, Jesus wants us to take this fire with us to help us remember all he
has done for us and to share that good news with other people.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
Let’s go back to the book of Acts, to the start of Christ’s church, and see how the Holy
Spirit came to Earth and to those early Christians.
READ ACTS 2:1-12
MAIN POINT
Jesus wanted a relationship with all of us, every one of us, but he could not do that in
his earthly form. There was only one Jesus the man, one Son of God, and that person
could only be one place at one time. When Jesus returned to God the Father, he sent
God the Holy Spirit to Earth. The Spirit landed on each of the disciples in the upper
room. He filled them with God’s presence. He gave them the power to speak the gospel
in many languages. He gave them the courage to spread the gospel in spite of persecution.
That same fire comes to us when we accept Jesus as our Savior. When you invite Jesus into your heart, it’s the Holy Spirit that comes inside. The Holy Spirit connects us to
Jesus. He allows us to pray directly to the Lord. He fills us with power to do the work of
the Lord, and he lights our path so we can follow God’s will.
The Holy Spirit is a fire that can go with you everywhere you go.
DRIVE IT HOME
If you read on through the book of Acts, you’ll see the Holy Spirit in action as the early
church begins to spread. People of all races come to know Jesus, and when they do,
they receive the Holy Spirit. Men like Peter are able to do miracles thanks to the Holy
Spirit, like casting out demons and healing the sick. And when persecution comes to
the early church, the Holy Spirit not only comforts the believers, sometimes he saves
them!
If you have accepted Jesus as your Savior, the Holy Spirit is already dwelling within
you. The same Spirit that helped the early church grow, goes with you everywhere you
go. The more you pray and spend time in God’s Word, the more you will feel his presence in your life. The Holy Spirit will guide you, protect you, and comfort you. He will be
a constant reminder of the love and goodness of the Lord.
If you’ve never received that Spirit, today is a great day to do so. Ask Jesus to forgive
your sins and send his Holy Spirit to live with you. That’s the first step on a new hike, a
new journey that will last the rest of your life. It’s a journey you will never regret.
I don’t know where you are in your life today. Maybe everything is great. Maybe life
feels just impossibly hard. I want you to know that Jesus knows how you feel. He wants
to be there in good times and bad. He wants to go with you, and he wants you to get to
know him.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
Don’t leave this place without the fire. Accept Jesus today. Invite the Holy Spirit inside.
Let the Spirit give you comfort and warmth, and let it be a light to your path!
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Thank you for sending your Holy Spirit so that we can have a personal relationship with
you.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
ICEBREAKER
What is one thing that you cannot leave home without when you go on vacation?
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Philippians 1:6
Without putting the verse on display or looking it up, see how many kids can recite the
memory verse.
SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Have the kids play Simon Says or Follow the Leader around the room.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Acts 2:1-12
When did the Holy Spirit come, and where were the believers?
What did the believers see when the Holy Spirit came?
What powers did the Holy Spirit give the believers?
How did the Holy Spirit help the early church grow?
How can we receive the Holy Spirit?
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Thank you for your Holy Spirit. Thank you for wanting a personal relationship with
each one of us.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3-5TH)
ICEBREAKER
What is one thing that you cannot leave home without when you go on vacation?
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY
Philippians 1:6
Without putting the verse on display or looking it up, see how many kids can recite the
memory verse.
SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY
Have the kids create and act out a skit based on today’s scripture.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Read Acts 2:1-12
What did the believers see when the Holy Spirit came?
How did the Holy Spirit help the early church grow?
Who is the Holy Spirit?
How can we receive the Holy Spirit?
What will the Holy Spirit do for those who receive him?
SIMPLE PRAYER
Dear God,
Thank you for your Holy Spirit. Thank you for wanting a personal relationship with
each one of us.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
1. The Holy Spirit came on the day of
A. repentance.
B. Pentecost.*
C. Passover.
2. The spirit came in the form of
A. tongues of fire.*
B. water.
C. light.
3. The believers were able to
A. speak the gospel in other languages.*
B. touch the Holy Spirit in the flesh.
C. walk on water.
4. Because of the Holy Spirit
A. we can pray directly to God.
B. the early church began to grow.
C. both A and B.*
5. Who is the Holy Spirit?
A. One of the Old Testament heroes.
B. A saint.
C. God’s presence who dwells in our hearts.*
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5 Simple Ways You Can Make This Lesson Stick With Your Kids

THIS WEEK’S LESSON: KEEPING THE FIRE GOING
IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
When the camping trip is over, make sure that the campfire is out. Kids will learn that
with the promised Holy Spirit, the fire of good news will never go out. Acts 2:1-12, The
Holy Spirit Comes.
HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
What are some things you never leave home without? Ask your kids the same question,
and ask them why we need the Holy Spirit at all times.
AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
- Whom did Jesus send to help the early church carry on his work?
- How did the Holy Spirit enable the early church to grow?
- How can we receive the Holy Spirit?
AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“God began a good work in you. And I am sure that he will carry it on until it is
completed. That will be on the day Christ Jesus returns.” - Philippians 1:6 (NIRV)

PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
The Holy Spirit comes when we accept Jesus as our Savior, but we only grow in the
Spirit if we spend time with the Lord. Set aside some extra time this week for your
own spiritual growth, and encourage your kids to do the same!
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CRAFT ACTIVITY
Have the kids create a campfire out of construction paper. Use brown paper for the
logs, and red, yellow, and orange to make the fire. Let them cut the shapes out of the
paper and glue them together.
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