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LESSON SNAPSHOT
SCENIC ROUTE  
Poetry (Job through Song of Solomon)  

BOTTOM LINE:  
God is our shepherd. 

OBJECTIVE:  
Kids will learn that these books can help us see how wise, beautiful, amazing, and 
wonderful God is.  

BOOKS TO MEMORIZE:  
Job, Psalms, Proverbs, and Song of Solomon 

KEY PASSAGE:  
Psalm 23, The Lord Is My Shepherd – God is always there for us. 

MEMORY VERSE:  
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV) 

SUMMARY:  
Sometimes people make us feel like we’re all alone. We’re truly never alone because 
God is always with us. He wants the best for us.  

SIMPLE PRAYER: 

Dear God, 
Thank you for always being with us. 
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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MEMORY VERSE
“God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is 
useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is 
useful for training us to do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us 
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to 
do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV) 

LARGE GROUP: 

Separate the class into teams. Have one member of each team compete against the 
other to see who can quote the verse first. 

SMALL GROUP: 

Break the verse down into smaller phrases and write on large index cards, twice. 
After going over the verse several times, lay the two sets of cards on a table, 
separately. Divide the group into two teams, or have 2 individuals, and see who can 
put the cards in the right order the fastest. 
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SKIT
IT’S ALL ABOUT PERSPECTIVE  

ITEMS NEEDED: 

A set of keys 

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 

1 Male and 1 child (either male or female) 

CHARACTERS: 
Dad
Taylor (child)

Dad: Taylor, are you ready! It’s time to test the engine and see if it will run!

Taylor: Already? But it still looks like a pile of metal!

Dad: Looks aren’t everything. The engine is brand new and that’s what matters. 

Taylor: I guess. 

Dad: We’re not driving it anywhere. We’re just going to check the engine. It still has a 
while to go before it’s road worthy. Speaking of road worthy, are you ready for our trip 
this weekend?

Taylor: What’s to get ready? We’re just going to Crystal Ridge. We go there all the time!

Dad: Yes, but we’re taking a different route this time. We’ll be on the road about an hour 
longer than usual.

Taylor: An hour longer??!! Why on earth would we take a longer way to get there? I’ve 
heard of a shortcut, but never a longcut!

Dad: (Laughs) Longcut? I don’t know if that’s what you’d call it, but I think you’ll be 
happy with the scenery.

Taylor: What scenery? Interstate and fast food restaurants?

Dad: I told you we were taking a different route. We won’t take the interstate on this trip.
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SKIT (Continued from page 3)

Taylor: So what scenery will we see?

Dad: The road will take us through beautiful mountains, with fun stops along the way.

Taylor: So, we’re taking an extra hour to see some mountains? We can see mountains 
from here.

Dad: Yes, but we will see a different side of the mountains on our trip. It’s all about 
perspective. The longer we drive towards the mountains, the more we can see about 
their beauty. There will be special places we can park and look at the towns below. 
Our large town will look like an ant colony from up there. It’s the same town, same 
mountains, but our location makes it look completely different.

Taylor: Kinda like the car. When the hood is up, you can see that shiny engine. It looks 
like scrap metal with the hood closed.

Dad: Exactly! My dad used to ask me if the glass was half full or half empty. The amount 
in the glass is exactly the same. How you look at it is different. Perspective.

Taylor: Perspective. So, instead of complaining about the extra hour it’ll take to get to 
Crystal Ridge, I could be thankful for an extra hour to spend with you and Mom.

Dad: I’m glad to hear you’re thankful to spend time with us.

Taylor: I said “could be” thankful. I’ll let you know for sure when we get to Crystal Ridge.

Dad: And I’ll let you know if you get an allowance this week when we get back home.

Taylor: Right. 

Dad: Take the keys. You can be the first to start the new engine.

Taylor: Seriously? AWESOME!

Dad: Oh so the car isn’t scrap metal anymore?

Taylor: Perspective, Dad. It’s all about perspective.
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HAND MOTION LESSON 
During this series, there will not be a traditional object lesson. Instead, use this time to 
teach and reinforce the hand motions that go with each book. 

Today we’re learning about the books of poetry and wisdom. These five books are right 
in the middle of the Bible, and each one has something unique to say. 

Job is a poem that tells the story of a man who had everything and lost it all. Job was a 
faithful man whom God allowed to be tested. His wealth, his family, and even his health 
was taken from him, and yet through it all, Job stayed faithful to God. When Job was at 
his sickest, covered in sores, he scratched his sores with broken pottery. Let’s scratch 
our arms to help us remember the story of Job. 

Psalms is the longest book in the Bible, a book filled with songs and poems of praise. 
Let’s lift our hands high to God to help us remember Psalms. 

Proverbs is a book of wisdom written by King Solomon. In it, Solomon says, “My son, 
listen to my teaching!” Let’s point our finger like Solomon to remember Proverbs. 

Ecclesiastes is another book of wisdom by Solomon, a much deeper work in which he 
tells us that everything in this world is meaningless because only God is eternal. Let’s 
shrug our shoulders as if to say, “It’s all meaningless” when we remember Ecclesiastes. 

Song of Solomon is a love poem written by Solomon that tells about the love between 
a husband and a wife. Pretend to put a wedding ring on your finger, and let that be a 
reminder about the Song of Solomon. 

Let’s review these one more time! 

Repeat all the books of the Bible up to this point and their hand motions several times 
to wrap up the lesson.

Don’t forget the song about the books of the Bible: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ipG58EOp88
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LARGE GROUP GAME
The Shepherd Says 

ITEMS NEEDED: 

None 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

This game is based off “Simon Says.” One person is chosen as shepherd and will 
give instructions to the class. If he or she says, “The shepherd says……”, then the 
group follows the instruction. If the shepherd gives an instruction without saying “the 
shepherd says” and someone does it anyway, that person is taken to the “sheep 
pen” until the game is over. The sheep pen can be any designated place away from 
the rest of the group. The last person standing is the winner.  

VARIATION: 

Younger kids may have fun being sheep while in the sheep pen. They can get on all 
fours, make sheep noises, etc.  

WHAT’S THE POINT: 

The game is used as a reminder that God is our shepherd.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE: 
God is our shepherd. 
 
OBJECTIVE: 
Kids will learn that these books can help us see how wise, beautiful, amazing, and 
wonderful God is.  
 
KEY PASSAGE: 
Psalm 23, The Lord Is My Shepherd – God is always there for us. 
 
INTRO:
Have you ever had a day when everything went wrong? How did you feel at the end 
of that day? Did you replay the bad experiences over and over in your mind or did you 
stop to find the good parts of the day? Usually, we can’t see the good from the bad. It’s 
easier to have a pity party than to focus on anything positive.
Have you ever dreaded something? Did you overthink the situation until it grew into a 
huge nightmare? Sometimes, we make ourselves fear something that ends up being a 
good experience. Sometimes we even talk ourselves out of doing something or going 
somewhere because the idea of what could go wrong was exaggerated because of our 
own negative thinking.
Life would be much easier if we could find the positive in situations that hurt or scare us. 
In Christ, we have hope for a good future and in Him, we find peace.  
 
READ PSALM 23  
 
MAIN POINT:
David wrote the Psalms during many different seasons of his life. David started out as a 
shepherd and made it all the way to the throne as king. He had great days and he had 
really, really bad days. He learned a lot in his lifetime about walking with the Lord. In 
Psalm 23, David talks about God’s goodness, comfort, and protection. David says that 
even through the darkest valley and even in the presence of his enemies, God will take 
care of him. David knows that God’s goodness and mercy will follow him as long as he 
lives. That’s comfort for today and hope for tomorrow!
Do you have someone in your life that you know will always be there for you? Maybe 
your parents, grandparents, brothers, or sisters? Since they’ve been there for you 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
before, you have faith that they’ll be there again. Psalm 23 in an example of David’s faith 
that God would always be with him. Knowing we’re not alone can change the way we look 
at life. Instead of being fearful, we can have hope in knowing that there’s nothing we face 
that God won’t face with us. Instead of worrying about the possibility of something bad 
happening, we can rest in the assurance that God will always be there.
Psalm 23 begins with describing God as a shepherd. David grew up as a shepherd of 
his father’s sheep, so this was a role he knew by heart. We may not see many actual 
shepherds today, so the importance of God being our shepherd may be overlooked. The 
responsibilities of a shepherd are to keep the sheep safe. They have to continually make 
sure all the sheep are where they need to be. Shepherds have to make sure the sheep don’t 
starve or become dehydrated, which means guiding them to areas where they can find 
food and water. They have to fight other animals that go after the sheep, which means they 
always have to be watching them to protect them. When one sheep gets away from the 
herd, the shepherd goes after it to bring it back. Because of the diligence of the shepherd, 
the sheep are safe, and all their needs are met. This is how God takes care of us. 
 
DRIVE IT HOME:
IThe way we look at life, our perspective, will determine how successful our lives will be. If 
we look for something bad, we won’t have to look very far to find it. However, if we challenge 
ourselves to find the good in any situation, even bad things can be turned into something 
positive. The Bible gives many examples of how God is with us, even when times are rough. 
Changing our perception of a situation can turn a bad day into a great day or a scary time 
into a time of peace. Psalm 23 is an example of how we should look at life.

This doesn’t mean that life will always be perfect, and it doesn’t mean things will always 
go our way. It means that God can take what’s hard, hurtful, or painful, and turn it into 
something that will make our lives better. God is a loving, caring, protective God who 
wants the very best for us. He is our shepherd and everything we need.

The Books of Poetry are a representation of the character of God and how He loves us, 
protects us, comforts us, and guides us. They also show the wisdom of God, as well as 
how we relate to God and each other. 
 
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for always being there for us! 
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
ICEBREAKER:

Name one person you know will always be there for you. 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:

Break the verse down into smaller phrases and write on large index cards, twice. 
After going over the verse several times, lay the two sets of cards on a table, 
separately. Divide the group into two teams, or have 2 individuals, and see who can 
put the cards in the right order the fastest.   

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:

Play the quiet game. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Psalm 23 
Who wrote Psalms?
Who does David say the Lord is in Psalm 23?
What 2 things does David say God uses to comfort him?
What did God anoint David’s head with?

Where does David say he will dwell forever? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for being our Shepherd. 
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3RD-5TH)
ICEBREAKER:

Name one person you know will always be there for you. 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:

Break the verse down into smaller phrases and write on large index cards, twice. After 
going over the verse several times, lay the two sets of cards on a table, separately. 
Divide the group into two teams, or have 2 individuals, and see who can put the cards 
in the right order the fastest.   

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:

Play the quiet game.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Psalm 23 
Why do you think David referred to the Lord as his shepherd?
Why would God cause us to lie in green pastures?
What is important about leading us beside quiet water?
How would you feel if you were placed at a table with your enemies?
David said he would dwell in the house of the Lord forever. What do you think that 
means? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for being our Shepherd. 
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
1. Who wrote the book of Psalms?

 A. David*

 B. Moses

 C. Adam

2. What will we lack if God is our shepherd?

 A. Time

 B. Sleep

 C. Nothing*

3. Where did God cover David with oil?

 A. Head*

 B. Feet

 C. Hands

4. David said that goodness and love would follow David until he turned 50.

 A. True

 B. False*

5. Where does David say he will dwell forever?

 A. The house of his parents.

 B. The house of Moses.

 C. The house of the Lord.*
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 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
This week we talked about God being our shepherd. Sometimes people make us feel like we’re 
all alone. We’re truly never alone because God is always with us. He wants the best for us. Psalm 
23, The Lord Is My Shepherd – God is always there for us. 

  HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Ask your kids how God has taken care of them.
 

 AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters: 

How do we know that God is with us?

Why is a shepherd so important to the sheep?

How can we find peace when we are scared or anxious?

  AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness.”  2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

 PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:

God is always with us. Ask God to help your kids know that He is always there.
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TAKE HOME ACTIVITY
ITEMS NEEDED:

Paper

Pen/pencil/crayon

Cotton balls 

Have the kids draw a picture of a sheep and glue the cotton balls on it to remind 
them that God is our shepherd, and we are his sheep.
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It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
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