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LESSON SNAPSHOT
HIT THE BRAKES  
Major Prophets (Isaiah through Daniel)  

BOTTOM LINE:  
God wants us to live a safe life! 

OBJECTIVE:  
Kids will learn how the prophets warned the people of Israel to turn back to God.  
 
BOOKS TO MEMORIZE:  
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel 
 
KEY PASSAGE:  
Jeremiah 31:31-34, A New Covenant - God promises a new covenant. 
 
MEMORY VERSE:  
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV) 

SUMMARY:  
All around us we find warnings of danger and signs of what’s ahead, but we have 
a choice to obey them or not. In the Old Testament, God sent prophets to warn the 
children of Israel of the destruction ahead if they did not turn back to God. Just like 
today, the children of Israel had a choice to continue their sinful ways or follow God 
and His commandments.  
 
SIMPLE PRAYER: 

Dear God, 
Thank you for keeping us safe.  
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen



2 Route 66 Lesson 5 - Children’s Ministry Curriculum22

MEMORY VERSE
“God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is 
useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is 
useful for training us to do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us 
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to 
do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV) 

LARGE GROUP: 

Have the class quote the verse by memory without the words at first. Then, put the 
words on a video screen, dry erase board, or chalkboard and go over it again with 
the words.  

SMALL GROUP: 

Have the kids compete against each other to see who can quote the verse by 
memory the fastest. 



3 Route 66 Lesson 5 - Children’s Ministry Curriculum33

SKIT
WARNING SIGNS 

ITEMS NEEDED: 

Notebook

Pen

Handheld toolbox with tools 

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 

1 Male and 1 child (either male or female) 

CHARACTERS: 
Dad
Taylor (child)

Taylor is writing in a notebook. Dad enters with a toolbox in hand.

Dad: There you are! What are you doing?

Taylor: I have to write a report for English class about an exciting experience.

Dad: That sounds exciting!

Taylor: Really, dad? 

Dad: I used to be pretty good at reports when I was in school. Let me see what you’ve got so 
far. (Takes notebook and reads.) “My Exciting Experience.”

Taylor: Yep. That’s all I’ve got.

Dad: I’m sure you have plenty of exciting experiences you can write about.

Taylor: Dad, this has to be read in front of the class. I have kids in there who have traveled to 
another country or met their favorite professional athlete. My exciting experience will be boring 
compared to theirs.

Dad: Is your assignment to write about your exciting experience or your exciting experience 
that’s more exciting than anyone else in the class?
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SKIT (Continued from page 3)

Taylor: I know what you’re gonna say, Dad. I shouldn’t compare my life to others. But it’s hard 
when they brag about their adventures.

Dad: Well, you had a pretty unique adventure last weekend.

Taylor: At Crystal Ridge?

Dad: Yes. Why don’t you write about that?

Taylor: I can’t believe I didn’t think about that! 

Dad: It’s definitely an experience I’ll never forget.

Taylor: I can write about the road closed sign that one car ignored and how we kept 
screaming for him to turn around and come back, but he was too busy acting cool with his 
friends to even hear us.

Dad: The car radio was so loud, he wouldn’t have been able to hear us with a hundred 
megaphones.

Taylor: He was too distracted to see that the road was closed because it had been damaged 
by weeks of horrible storms.

Dad: That crater where the road came apart was deep enough for 5 cars or more!

Taylor: You were a hero that day, Dad!

Dad: I don’t know about that. I just jumped into action, made you and mom get out of the car, 
and took off after him! 

Taylor: You were flashing your lights, honking your horn, and yelling at them with your head 
stuck out the window! I was so scared you were going to have a wreck trying to keep them 
from having one.

Dad: They had ignored all the other warnings, so I was desperate.

Taylor: Then, both cars stopped. We couldn’t see what was happening. I was terrified and 
Mom started praying.

Dad: Finally, the driver realized there was a problem when he saw that part of the road was 
missing. It was almost too late! One tire was hanging in the air while the car looked like it 
could dive into that crater at any moment.
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Taylor: Then you jumped out of your car and ran up to help them. I was crying and yelling 
your name, begging you to get back in your car!

Dad: I couldn’t leave those people in that car.

Taylor: But they had plenty of warnings. They should’ve paid more attention!

Dad: True, Taylor, but there were other people in the car that had no idea what was 
happening. They were all in trouble and I had to do all I could to help them.

Taylor: I’m so glad someone called 911! By the time you walked up to their car, a tow truck 
was on its way to help.

Dad: That was a relief to all of us! But I still wasn’t sure if we needed to get the people out of 
the car first before the tow truck hooked up to the car. The driver thought it would be safest 
to pull them out with the driver and passengers inside. One person getting out of the car 
could cause the car to tip into the crater.

Taylor: I can’t imagine how they felt. I would’ve passed out.

Dad: I was so relieved when the tow truck hooked on to that car and got everyone out safely.

Taylor: That was definitely an exciting experience! I will always remember to pay attention to 
danger warnings.

Dad: There are many warnings God gives us. They might not be road signs or people yelling 
for you to stop. The Bible gives us instructions on what to do and what not to do to be safe. 
Many, many, many years ago, God used prophets to warn the people when they were in 
danger.

Taylor: Did they listen?

Dad: Some did. But sadly, some didn’t. But the prophets never gave up trying to warn them. 

Taylor: Just like you didn’t give up trying to help that car.

Dad: Something like that.

Taylor: Thanks, Dad. Now, I just have to put all that on paper. Unless you want to do that  
for me?

Dad: Nice try. But you’d be in DANGER of getting in big trouble by your teacher.

Taylor: Yeah. Thanks for the WARNING.

SKIT (Continued from page 4)
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HAND MOTION LESSON 
During this series, there will not be a traditional object lesson. Instead, use this time to 
teach and reinforce the hand motions that go with each book. 

The Major Prophets were four men who delivered messages to Israel during times of 
trouble. Three of them wrote about God’s coming judgment before the exile to Babylon. 
All four of them write about God’s promises to restore Israel. 

Isaiah is the first of these prophets. He prophesied before the Babylonian exile, and he 
even wrote a passage about Jesus’ birth. Let’s draw a lower case “I” with the dot to 
remember Isaiah. 

Jeremiah was known as the weeping prophet because he was so sad the people had 
rejected God. Let’s cry with one eye for Jeremiah. 

Now let’s cry with both eyes because the next book, Lamentations, was also written by 
Jeremiah. He wrote the book to mourn the loss of Jerusalem and the Promised Land 
God had given his people. 

Ezekiel is the next prophet in this section. He prophesied during the Babylonian 
captivity, and he reminded the people that God was still in control. Let’s draw a Z in the 
air for Ezekiel! 

Now we come to Daniel, the prophet who once spent the night in a den of hungry lions 
without getting a scratch. Since God shut the lions’ mouths, let’s cover our mouths to 
remember Daniel. 

Have you got them all? Let’s review these one more time! 

Repeat all the books of the Bible up to this point and their hand motions several times 
to wrap up the lesson.

Don’t forget the song about the books of the Bible: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ipG58EOp88
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LARGE GROUP GAME
Red Light, Green Light 

ITEMS NEEDED: 

None  

INSTRUCTIONS: 

One person is chosen to be the “caller.” The rest of the class lines up left to right 
about 10 to 15 feet in front of the caller. The caller turns their back to the class and 
says GREEN LIGHT! Each person starts walking towards the caller. The caller will at 
some point say RED LIGHT and turn around. If anyone is still moving, they are out. If 
everyone is out before reaching the caller, the caller wins. If someone makes it all the 
way to the caller, he or she wins and gets to be the caller for the next turn. 

VARIATION: 

The distance between the caller and the rest of the class is at the teacher’s 
discretion, depending on the size of the play area.  

WHAT’S THE POINT: 

When we see a warning sign, we must be ready to stop immediately. This game will 
show how good we are at stopping.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE: 

God wants us to have a safe life! 
 
OBJECTIVE: 

Kids will learn how the prophets warned the people of Israel to turn back to God. 
 
KEY PASSAGE: 

Jeremiah 31:31-34, A New Covenant – God promises a new covenant.  
 
INTRO:

Have you ever had someone warn you not to do something? Did you listen to that 
warning or did you go ahead and do it anyway? Hopefully you listened, but if not, you 
probably wish you would have. Warnings are all around us to keep us safe. Warnings 
can come from people, signs, media, and most importantly, the Bible. 

The Bible is filled with stories of people who did or did not listen to the warnings God 
provided for them. The people who did were kept safe and those who didn’t suffered 
various consequences. The consequences of not listening to a warning varied from 
something mild to the possibility of death.

The books of the Major Prophets are the accounts of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and 
Daniel. These prophets of God did all they could to warn the children of Israel of the 
destruction ahead if they did not turn back to God.  
 
READ JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
 
MAIN POINT:

The children of Israel were unsettled in their relationship with God. They would do 
right for several years, then they would stray and fall into idol worship and other sins. 
God used His prophets to be His voice to the people. Jeremiah is talking about God’s 
promise to form a new covenant with the children of Israel. A covenant is a contract or 
an agreement. God’s agreement with the children of Israel was the beginning of a new 
experience with Him. This was not like the agreement He had with generations before 
them. 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
The children of Israel had spent years ignoring the warnings from God. They suffered 
greatly from their disobedience. Yet, even after their many wrongdoings, God was willing 
to forgive them, and as the scripture says, “never again remember their sins.” What an 
amazing, loving God who not only forgives our sins, but forgets them as well.

This gives us hope. God loves us so much that He provides warnings for us when we 
are heading towards danger, and He loves us enough to forgive us when we fail to listen.  
 
DRIVE IT HOME:

Rules and instructions are not made to keep us from having fun. They’re made to keep 
us safe. Choosing to obey those rules is our decision. God will forgive when we fail to 
listen, but we will still have to deal with the consequences of our actions. 

If there’s ever a question on what you should do or not do, ask God to show you. Search 
His word and see what He says. You can also ask an adult you trust what they think of 
your situation. God provides warning signs all around us, but He doesn’t force us to pay 
attention. Make a choice today to learn God’s word and His instructions for life. 
 
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for your forgiveness. 
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
ICEBREAKER:

What is a warning you know to obey? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:

Have the kids compete against each other to see who can quote the verse by 
memory the fastest.   

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:

Play a game of musical chairs while listening to a song about the books of the Bible. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ipG58EOp88  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Who wrote the book of Jeremiah?
What is a covenant?
Where did God say He would put His instructions?
Who did God send to warn the children of Israel?

What happens when God forgives us? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for a new covenant! 
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3RD-5TH)
ICEBREAKER:

What is a warning you know to obey?  

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:

Have the kids compete against each other to see who can quote the verse by memory 
the fastest.   

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:

Play a game of musical chairs while listening to a song about the books of the Bible. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ipG58EOp88  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Jeremiah 31:31-34
Why do you think God made a new covenant with the children of Israel?
How would you feel if you were one of the prophets God sent to warn the people?
Why would the children of Israel not need to tell their neighbors or their relatives about 
the Lord?
God said He would write instructions deep within their hearts.  What do you think that 
means?

The scripture mentions people from the least to the greatest.  What does that mean? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for a new covenant  
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
1. Who is not one of the Major Prophets?

 A.  Ezekiel

 B.  Isaiah 

 C.  Micah*

2. What is another word for covenant?

 A.  Convent

 B.  Agreement*

 C.  Argument

3. God made the same covenant with the children of Israel as He did their ancestors.

 A.  True

 B.  False*

4. God will never again remember their sins.

 A.  True*

 B.  False

5. Who is one of the Major Prophets?

 A.  Daniel*

 B.  Moses

 C.  Abraham
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 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
This week we talked about the Major Prophets.  All around us we find warnings of danger and 
signs of what’s ahead, but we have a choice to obey them or not.  In the Old Testament, God sent 
prophets to warn the children of Israel of the destruction ahead if they did not turn back to God.  
Just like today, the children of Israel had a choice to continue their sinful ways or follow God and His 
commandments.  Jeremiah 31:31-34, A New Covenant – God promises a new covenant.  

  HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Ask your kids about the new covenant God made with the children of Israel.
 

 AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters: 

What did Jeremiah say God would give to the children of Israel?

Why did God make a new covenant that was different from their ancestors?

God said He would write His instructions deep within their hearts.  What does this mean to you?

  AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness.”  2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

 PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:

God used the Major Prophets to warn the children of Israel to turn back to Him.  

Ask God to help your children to pay attention to God’s warnings around them.
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TAKE HOME ACTIVITY
ITEMS NEEDED:

Paper

Pens/Pencils/Crayons 

Have the kids write down the books of the Bible they’ve learned so far in this 
series, from Genesis to Daniel.  
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“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)


