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LESSON SNAPSHOT
A DIFFERENT DIRECTION  
The Minor Prophets (Hosea through Malachi)  

BOTTOM LINE:  
The coming of Jesus changed the direction of the world. 

OBJECTIVE:  
Kids will learn how the prophets spoke of the coming Savior, Jesus.  
 
BOOKS TO MEMORIZE:  
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi. 
 
KEY PASSAGE:  
Zechariah 9:9-10, Micah 5:2 - Prophecies about Jesus - Zechariah told the exciting 
news of Jesus’ coming. 
 
MEMORY VERSE:  
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.”  2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV) 

SUMMARY:  
It’s hard to wait on something we know will be life changing.  However, what happens 
when that life changing event finally arrives is well worth the wait.    
 
SIMPLE PRAYER: 

Dear God, 
Thank you for the promise of a Savior.    
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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MEMORY VERSE
“God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is 
useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is 
useful for training us to do what is right.”  2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.”   2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us 
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to 
do what is right.”  2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”  2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV) 

LARGE GROUP: 

Separate the class into teams.  Have one member of each team compete against the 
other to see who can quote the verse first.  

SMALL GROUP: 

Break the verse down into smaller phrases and write on large index cards, twice.  
After going over the verse several times, lay the two sets of cards on a table, 
separately.  Divide the group into two teams, or have 2 individuals, and see who can 
put the cards in the right order the fastest.   
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SKIT
IT’S WORTH THE WAIT 

ITEMS NEEDED: 

A set of keys 

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 

1 Male and 1 child (either male or female) 

CHARACTERS: 
Dad
Taylor (child)

Taylor:  Dad!  Are you ready?  It’s time to get the car!  I can’t wait to see the new paint job!

Dad:  Ok, ok!  What’s your rush?  The shop doesn’t open for another hour.  

Taylor:  We can still see the car, even if we can’t get it for a little while.  I’ve been waiting 
for this since I first saw that car!

Dad:  Oh really?  If I remember correctly, you didn’t think this car was worth your time the 
first time you saw it.

Taylor:  Well, I don’t feel that way now, so please can we go?

Dad:  Alright.  We have to swing by and pick up Grandpa.  He can’t wait to be the first one 
to drive it since it’s a brand-new car again.

Taylor:  Can I ride with Grandpa when we get the car?  Please, Dad?!

Dad:  Of course!  I’m sure I couldn’t keep you away from that car, even if I tried.

Taylor:  It seems like it’s been a hundred years since we started!  I didn’t think I’d ever see 
this day!

Dad:  It’s always exciting to wait for something and finally see it happen!

Taylor:  It is exciting!  But it’s also very hard to have patience!
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SKIT (Continued from page 3)

Dad:  Well, the car isn’t going anywhere.  It will be there when we get there.  I need to go 
to the Home Repair Store on the way to the auto body shop.  I need to research all the 
different floor tiles they have on sale.  It should only take about 2 hours.

Taylor:  Ok?  That can’t be done later?

Dad:  No!  The sale starts this morning and I want to beat the crowd.

Taylor:  Seriously?  You can’t wait a few more minutes until we have the car in our 
possession?

Dad:  A few minutes could mean losing the savings of hundreds of dollars.

Taylor:  You’ve got to be kidding me!

Dad:  Of course I am!  You AND your grandpa would leave me at that store and get the car 
without me.

Taylor:  Why does it seem like FOREVER when you have to wait for something?

Dad:  I’m not sure.  At least this is just a car.  Imagine waiting for a Savior?  God sent 
prophets to tell the children of Israel that Jesus was coming!  They were not living in the 
best of circumstances, so the promise of being rescued by Christ was exciting!  

Taylor:  I bet they thought it was taking forever!  Just like I feel now!

Dad:  I’m sure they did!  But when He did come, their lives were forever changed!  Waiting 
is hard, but when what you’re waiting for finally comes, it will be worth it.

Taylor:  I bet Grandpa is having a hard time waiting.

Phone rings.

Dad:  Speaking of Grandpa.  “Hi, Dad!  We were just about to leave.  Why would I have 
been there an hour ago?  The auto body shop isn’t even open yet.  Yes, I know we could 
see the car without it being open.  Yes, Dad.  I know this is a big deal.  Yes, I promise, we 
are just about to head your way.  Dad.  I’m not going to get a speeding ticket just so you 
can see the car.  If you want me to leave soon, I need to get off the phone.  No, don’t start 
walking this way.  I have the car keys in my hand.  Ok, Dad.  See you in a few!”  I never 
realized just how much you and your grandpa are alike.  

Taylor:  Well, what are we waiting for?  Come on Dad!!!
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HAND MOTION LESSON 
During this series, there will not be a traditional object lesson. Instead, use this time to 
teach and reinforce the hand motions that go with each book. 

The Old Testament ends with twelve books called the Minor Prophets. These books, 
including the story of Jonah, remind us that if we repent and choose God’s way, he will 
forgive us. Here’s how we will learn these books. 

For the book of Hosea, hold your hands up on either side of the head like the legs of an H. 

For the book of Joel, let’s draw a J in the air. 

For Amos, make an A over your head like we do in the song, YMCA. 

Now turn that A to an O for the book of Obadiah. 

For the book of Jonah, who was swallowed by a fish, let’s make fish gills with our hands 
on our faces. 

Micah said Jesus would be born in the city of Bethlehem. We can remember Micah by 
rocking a baby in your arms.

Nahum starts with an N. Pinch your nose closed to make the “N” sound in Nahum. 

Habakkuk rhymes with the word cook. So, pretend you’re stirring a bowl of something to 
cook to remind you of Habakkuk. 

For Zephaniah turn your body to the left and make a Z with your arms. 

Now circle one eye with your hand and let your eye remind you of the name Haggai. 

Now go back to the Z, but instead of pointing left, point it right. This Z is for Zechariah. 

Finally, we come to Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament.  Point to Heaven 
because Malachi taught us the Messiah is coming! 

Now repeat them all with me, with the hand motions, so we can all memorize the Minor 
Prophets. 

Repeat all the books of the Bible up to this point and their hand motions several times to 
wrap up the lesson.

Don’t forget the song about the books of the Bible: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ipG58EOp88
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LARGE GROUP GAME
Tell a Story 

ITEMS NEEDED: 

Timer  

INSTRUCTIONS: 

Divide the group into teams.  Once the game begins, set a timer for one minute (more or 
less, depending on the amount of time you have).  Once the timer starts, give the team 
a topic, for example, a horse, winter, etc.  One word at a time, the team will tell a story 
about the topic. Team member 1 starts with one word, member 2 says the next word 
until time is up. The words have to make complete sentences, which will make a story 
about the topic. If a team gets off topic, or if the sentences don’t make sense, that team 
is out. If the team creates a story on topic, they earn a point.  The team with the most 
points wins. 

VARIATION: 

The topics can be adjusted to the age group playing.  

WHAT’S THE POINT: 

The prophets were God’s voice to tell the people about the coming of Christ.  They had 
to focus on God and listen closely to Him.  The game requires focusing and listening.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE: 

The coming of Jesus changed the direction of the world. 
 
OBJECTIVE: 

Kids will learn how the prophets spoke of the coming Savior, Jesus. 
 
KEY PASSAGE: 

Zechariah 9:9-10, Micah 5:2 - Prophecies about Jesus.  Zechariah told the exciting news 
of Jesus’ coming.  
 
INTRO:

Have you ever had to wait for something to happen and felt like it was taking forever?  
When it was finally about to happen, how did you react?  Did you scream, jump up and 
down, dance, or were you completely speechless?  Whatever you did, I’m sure you were 
excited!  

Imagine how the children of Israel must have felt about the coming of Christ!  Imagine 
the anticipation they must have felt when the prophets shared the news!  We don’t know 
exactly what they did, but we know they were rejoicing.  
 
READ ZECHARIAH 9:9-10, Micah 5:2 
 
MAIN POINT:

Prophets were sent by God to tell the children of Israel that a Savior was coming.  
Testimonies of God’s love, power, and mercy had been passed down through the 
generations and now it was time for them to have a divine, life-changing experience.  

These people had lived in captivity, they became slaves to the enemy, and they 
experienced fighting and wars.  The promise of a Savior also came with the promise 
of peace.  They may have not known exactly how life would be, but they knew it would 
never be the same.  The coming of Jesus brought hope for the future.  

The prophet Zechariah was like a cheerleader at a ballgame.  He encouraged the people 
to rejoice and shout in triumph because King Jesus was coming!  Zechariah described 
Jesus as being righteous and victorious.  He also described Him as being humble.  He 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
was so humble that He would ride on the colt of a donkey!  Religious leaders of that 
day were much different than Zechariah described Jesus.    
 
DRIVE IT HOME:

Usually, the excitement of something new comes with the fear of the unknown.  As 
hopeful and peaceful the future seemed, I’m sure the people wondered just how 
different life would be.  Little did they know that Jesus, Son of God, Savior of the world, 
would come as a baby in a manger.  His humble entrance into the world and his simple 
upbringing made him relatable and reachable.  Having a personal relationship with 
the religious leaders of that day was unheard of.  However, everything about Christ’s 
ministry centered around His love for people and His desire for personal relationships 
with all people, regardless of who they were or what they had done.

Thousands of years later, Jesus still wants a personal relationship with people.  It’s 
easy to take Him for granted if we’ve never experienced a life without Him.  The 
excitement Zechariah had when he prophesied about Jesus is the same excitement 
we need as we serve Him and when we tell the world about Him.  Jesus changed the 
world back then and He’s still changing the world today. 
 
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for Jesus! 
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
ICEBREAKER:

How many are patient when they are waiting for something? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:

Break the verse down into smaller phrases and write on large index cards, twice.  
After going over the verse several times, lay the two sets of cards on a table, 
separately.  Divide the group into two teams, or have 2 individuals, and see who can 
put the cards in the right order the fastest.    

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:

Play a round of Duck, Duck Goose.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Zechariah 9:9-10; Micah 5:2
Who wrote the book of Zechariah?
What event did the Minor Prophets talk about?
How did Jesus bring peace?
What was different between Jesus and other religious leaders?

What did Zechariah say Jesus would be riding? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for sending our Savior! 
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3RD-5TH)
ICEBREAKER:

How many are patient when they are waiting for something?  

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:

Break the verse down into smaller phrases and write on large index cards, twice.  
After going over the verse several times, lay the two sets of cards on a table, 
separately.  Divide the group into two teams, or have 2 individuals, and see who can 
put the cards in the right order the fastest.    

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:

Play a round of duck, duck goose.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Zechariah 9:9-10; Micah 5:2
Why do you think Jesus would ride on the colt of a donkey?
Why do you think God wanted the prophets to prophesy about the coming of Christ?
The coming of Jesus meant the coming of peace.  What does peace mean to you?
How was Jesus different from other religious leaders?

How can you learn to be patient when you’re waiting for something important? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for sending our Savior!  
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
1. Which one is not one of the Minor Prophets?

 A.  Obadiah

 B.  Malachi

 C.  Isaiah*

2. Which one is one of the Minor Prophets?

 A.  Daniel

 B.  Jeremiah

 C.  Joel*

3. Jesus wanted a personal relationship with people, and He still wants that today.

 A.  True*

 B.  False

4. Zechariah was sad when he prophesied about the coming of Jesus.

 A.  True

 B.  False*

5. Which word was not used by Zechariah to describe Jesus?

 A.  Virtuous 

 B.  Quiet*

 C.  Humble
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 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
This week we talked about the Minor Prophets and their prophecies about the coming of Christ.  It’s 
hard to wait on something we know will be life changing.  However, what happens when that life 
changing event finally arrives is well worth the wait.  
Zechariah 9:9-10; Micah 5:2 - Prophecies about Jesus. 

  HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Ask your kids about having patience while waiting for something.
 

 AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters: 

How can you tell others about Jesus?

If someone asked about a personal relationship with Jesus, what would you say?

How can you learn to be patient when you’re waiting for something to happen?

  AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness.”   2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

 PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:

God used the Minor Prophets to tell people about the coming of Christ.  

Ask God to help your kids know how they can tell people about Jesus.
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TAKE HOME ACTIVITY
ITEMS NEEDED:

Paper

Pen/pencil/crayons

Have the kids write the books of the Bible they have learned so far to keep it 
fresh in their memory
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“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)


