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LESSON SNAPSHOT
A FORK IN THE ROAD  
The Gospels – (Matthew through John)  

BOTTOM LINE:  
Jesus is our Good Shepherd. 

OBJECTIVE:  
Kids will learn that God sent his son Jesus to save us and that Jesus was the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament promises.  
 
BOOKS TO MEMORIZE:  
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 
 
KEY PASSAGE:  
John 10:7-18, The Good Shepherd – Jesus laid down His life for us! 
 
MEMORY VERSE:  
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV) 

SUMMARY:  
It’s nice to be around someone who takes care of us and makes us feel safe. Sheep 
feel safe with their shepherd. Jesus said He is the Good Shepherd, so like sheep, we 
know we can feel safe with Him.  
 
SIMPLE PRAYER: 

Dear God, 
Thank you for taking care of us!  
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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MEMORY VERSE
“God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is 
useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is 
useful for training us to do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us 
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to 
do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV) 

LARGE GROUP: 

Divide the group into teams and have one member from each group compete to see 
who can say it first. The winner’s team earns a point. Then, have two more compete 
against each other and continue until everyone has had a turn. The team with the 
most points wins.  

SMALL GROUP: 

Have individuals compete against each other to see who can say it first. 



3 Route 66 Lesson 7 - Children’s Ministry Curriculum33

SKIT
WHAT’S LOST IS FOUND 

ITEMS NEEDED: 

Dog leash 

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 

1 Female and 1 child (either male or female) 

CHARACTERS: 
Mom
Taylor (child)

Mom is sitting, doing something like knitting, folding laundry, or reading a book. Taylor runs 
in with leash in hand, obviously upset.

Taylor: (Frantic) MOM! MOM!!!! Have you seen Rusty? I can’t find him anywhere.

Mom: Taylor, calm down! He was in the backyard. I’m sure he’s hiding under the deck like 
he usually does.

Taylor: No, Mom. I’ve looked under the deck. I’ve looked on the deck. I’ve looked in the 
trees, under the trees, everywhere! I can’t find him!

Mom: How would he get out of the fence? He’s too small to jump it and too big to crawl 
under it.

Taylor: He dug a hole under the fence. I’m sure that’s how he got out.

Mom: Well, I’m sure he didn’t go far. I’ll help you look.

Mom and Taylor are looking around while calling for Rusty saying things like: “Rusty, come 
here boy!” 

Taylor: There’s no use, Mom! He’s gone. Probably forever.

Mom: Taylor, you can’t give up. Rusty loves you. He’s grown up alongside you. You take 
good care of him. You walk him several times a day. You make sure he always has food and 
water and at night, he always sleeps in his dog bed in your bedroom. He won’t be away from 
you long before he starts to miss you.
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SKIT (Continued from page 3)

Taylor: Mom, Rusty has been part of this family longer than I have! He’s my very best friend! 
I’d do anything to find him! I’d run out in traffic to save him! I’d jump off a cliff to keep him from 
getting hurt. Anything, Mom! I would do anything for him!

Mom: I know, Taylor, and I’m sure Rusty feels the same way about you. I’m going to put an 
ad on social media to see if anyone has seen him. Then, I’ll grab my keys and we can drive 
around the neighborhood to see if we can find him.

Taylor: Thank you! I’ll keep looking for him.

Mom leaves for a minute.

Taylor: Heavenly Father, please let Rusty be ok! Please help him find his way back home.

Mom: Taylor! You’re not going to believe this! A young man called and said he had found 
Rusty at his house, on the street behind us. It seems Rusty found a friend that he went to see! 
He’s walking him back home now.

Taylor: A friend? Who? And how did this person know to call us?

Mom: We had special tags made for Rusty’s collar with our phone number, remember?

Taylor: I forgot about that!

Mom: And Rusty’s friend is a cute beagle!

Taylor: I know that dog! Rusty always barks at her when we walk by that house! I guess he 
just had to check her out by himself. Does he not like me anymore?

Mom: Of course he does, Taylor! You’re his best friend! He just wanted to have a playdate, or 
should I say dogdate? I’m proud of you for always taking such good care of Rusty. It reminds 
me how the Bible says that Jesus is our good shepherd. He takes care of us and always 
wants what’s best for us! Of course, Rusty is a dog instead of a sheep, but the same principle 
applies.

Taylor: Mom, I’m gonna go meet the guy with Rusty! I can’t wait another minute to see him! 

Mom: Ok. Please be careful and make sure you thank the young man for bringing him back!

Taylor: I will, Mom! Thank you!
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HAND MOTION LESSON 
During this series, there will not be a traditional object lesson. Instead, use this time to 
teach and reinforce the hand motions that go with each book. 

The first four books of the New Testament are called the Gospels. The Gospels tell us the 
story of Jesus from four different points of view. 

Matthew is the first gospel and was written by one of Jesus’ disciples. Let’s make a big M 
with two hands to help us remember Matthew. 

Mark’s book is the shortest of all the gospels. Let’s make a small M with three fingers on 
one hand to remember Mark. 

Luke was a doctor who wrote a very detailed account of Jesus’ life. For Luke, we can 
form two fingers into the shape of an L. 

John was one of the first disciples and the only disciple to follow Jesus to the cross. John 
wrote that Jesus was the Word of God, so we can make a W to help us remember the 
words of John. 

Now repeat them all with me, with the hand motions, so we can all memorize the Gospels. 

Repeat all the books of the Bible up to this point and their hand motions several times to 
wrap up the lesson.

Don’t forget the song about the books of the Bible: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ipG58EOp88
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LARGE GROUP GAME
FIND YOUR SHEPHERD 

ITEMS NEEDED: 

Blindfolds  

INSTRUCTIONS: 

Pair students into groups of two. Give them a few minutes to talk to each other, 
especially if they don’t know each other very well. Give one person in each pair a 
blindfold and make sure they can’t see. Put all the blindfolded kids in the same area of 
the room. The other members of each group should spread out all across the room. 
Once everyone is in place, the unblindfolded team members will start calling their 
partner. The blindfolded members will try to find their teammate. The first pair to find 
each other wins. 

VARIATION: 

Depending on the size of the room and age of the kids, you can either have the 
unblindfolded team members stay in the same place or move around the room, making 
it harder for the blindfolded members to find.  

WHAT’S THE POINT: 

Sheep will recognize the voice of their shepherd. Jesus is our shepherd and we must 
learn to listen to Him and know His voice. This game teaches how to listen and follow 
one voice. 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE: 

Jesus is our Good Shepherd. 
 
OBJECTIVE: 

Kids will learn that God sent his son Jesus to save us, and that Jesus was the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament promises. 
 
KEY PASSAGE: 

John 10:7-18, The Good Shepherd – Jesus laid down His life for us!  
 
INTRO:

What do you know about sheep? You may have heard that sheep are dumb and 
follow other sheep or people because they can’t think for themselves. Actually, 
sheep are intelligent animals. They follow each other and flock together as a way to 
protect themselves. They are quick to recognize human faces, as well as their facial 
expressions. They know who takes care of them and they trust them completely. 

The relationship between sheep and their shepherd is much like a parent and child. 
Even a baby knows who takes care of them and protects them. They take comfort 
in the arms of their parents because they quickly learn that this is their safe place. 
In a crowded room, a child recognizes the voice of their parents, above all the 
conversations that might be going on in the room.  
 
READ JOHN 10:7-18  
 
MAIN POINT:

Many people in the Bible were shepherds. Raising sheep was a common way to 
make a living back then, so when Jesus referenced sheep and shepherds, they could 
relate to what He was saying. Shepherds risk their lives to take care of the herd. They 
watch for wild animals, thieves, or anything that could hurt or kill them. They also 
care for and nurture the sheep. Shepherds make sure the sheep have access to food 
and water, along with making sure they are safe from the weather. When one sheep 
is lost, the shepherd will leave the flock to find him. The sheep recognize the voice of 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
the shepherd and they come when he calls. The shepherds have a relationship with 
the sheep and in turn, the sheep trust the shepherd.

Jesus refers to Himself as the Good Shepherd. Like a shepherd, Jesus takes care 
of us. He protects us, cares for us, and gave His life for us! He sees what we’re 
going through and He knows what we need. Like the sheep and shepherd, we must 
recognize the voice of Jesus, the Good Shepherd. Jesus wants to have a relationship 
with us, and we know we can trust Him.

Scriptures state that Jesus came that we would not only have life but have it to the 
full. This doesn’t mean that life will be perfect, but it does mean that whatever we go 
through, Jesus will be with us. Because of Jesus’ sacrifice, we have the promise of 
spending eternity with Him in Heaven.  
 
DRIVE IT HOME:

By nature, sheep stay close to each other, and they stay close to their shepherd. Like 
sheep, we must stay close to our Good Shepherd, Jesus. We can do this by reading 
the Bible, listening to those teaching us about Him, and praying. Jesus wants to have 
a personal relationship with us!

Jesus laid down His life so we could have eternal life. He also wants us to have a 
good life on earth. What can you do to have a better relationship with Jesus? 
 
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for Jesus!  
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
ICEBREAKER:

Who can name the books of the Bible we’ve learned so far? 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:

Have individuals compete against each other to see who can say it first.   

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:

Play a few rounds of Simon Says.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read John 10:7-18 
Who is the Good Shepherd?
Why do sheep stay together in a flock?
Why do sheep stay close to the shepherd?
If a sheep is lost, what will the shepherd do?

How can we stay close to our Good Shepherd? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for Jesus! 
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3RD-5TH)
ICEBREAKER:

Who can name the books of the Bible we’ve learned so far?  

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:

Have individuals compete against each other to see who can say it first.   

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:

Play a few rounds of Simon Says.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read John 10:7-18
Why do you think Jesus talked about sheep and the shepherd?
What can you do to have a relationship with Jesus like the sheep have a relationship 
with their shepherd?
Why would a shepherd leave all the sheep, just to find a lost one?
What does a full life mean to you?

Who would you consider your personal flock? Family? Friends? Teachers? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for Jesus.  
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
1. Which book is not one of the Gospels?

 A. Matthew

 B. Jude*

 C. John

2. What is told in the Gospels?

 A. The life and ministry of John the Baptist

 B. The life and ministry of Matthew 

 C. The life and ministry of Jesus*

3. Who is the Good Shepherd?

 A. Jesus*

 B. David

 C. Jeremiah

4. Why do sheep stay close to each other and the shepherd?

 A. They’re dumb

 B. They’re cold

 C. For protection*

5. Sheep are quick to recognize human faces and facial expressions.

 A. True*

 B. False
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 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
This week we talked about Jesus, the Good Shepherd. It’s nice to be around someone who takes 
care of us and makes us feel safe. Sheep feel safe with their shepherd. Jesus said He is the Good 
Shepherd, so like sheep, we know we can feel safe with Him. John 10:7-18, The Good Shepherd – 
Jesus laid down His life for us! 

  HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Ask your kids how Jesus is the Good Shepherd.
 

 AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters: 

How was life different after Jesus came?

How can we become closer to Jesus?

What can we do to share Jesus with others?

  AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness.”  2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

 PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:

Jesus wants a personal relationship with everyone. 

Ask God to help your kids draw closer to Him.
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TAKE HOME ACTIVITY
ITEMS NEEDED:

None

Have the kids continue working on memorizing the books of the Bible. Remind 
them of the Books of the Bible song. You may want to have it written on small 
pieces of paper to pass out the website, at the end of class. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ipG58EOp88
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“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)


