LESSON SNAPSHOT
FULL SPEED AHEAD
History (Acts)
BOTTOM LINE:
The road to change is a road worth taking!
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn how God grew the early church despite obstacles on every side.
BOOKS TO MEMORIZE:
Acts (and review all previous books)
KEY PASSAGE:
Acts 9:1-20, The Conversion of Saul - The road to Damascus led to a life changing
experience.
MEMORY VERSE:
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)
SUMMARY:
When Saul was changed to Paul, it was much more than a name change. Everything
about his life was different. Because of this change, Christian churches were born.
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Thank you for helping us change.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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MEMORY VERSE
“God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is
useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is
useful for training us to do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to
do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV)
LARGE GROUP:
Separate the class into teams. Have one member of each team compete against the
other to see who can quote the verse first.
SMALL GROUP:
Have a word or group of words from the memory verse on paper and give one to
each child. Have the group work together to stand in line with their papers, in the
right order.
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SKIT
A CHANGE
ITEMS NEEDED:
Backpack
Lunchbox
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN:
1 Female and 1 child (either male or female)
CHARACTERS:
Mom
Taylor (child)
Mom walks in carrying a lunchbox while Taylor comes in from another direction, carrying a
backpack.
Mom: I have your lunch packed for today! Are you excited about the field trip to the farm?
Taylor: I guess.
Mom: You guess? This field trip is all you’ve talked about for weeks. What changed?
Taylor: I just don’t want to go. Do I have to? Can’t I just stay home today?
Mom: Taylor, what’s wrong? This isn’t like you at all. You’re not staying home today, because
you will regret missing the experience.
Taylor: Mom, it’s a farm. What’s so special about a farm, anyway?
Mom: Well, you’ll find the answer when you get there. In fact, don’t you have to write a
report about what you learned?
Taylor: Why did you have to bring that up?
Mom: Taylor, sit down and talk to me.
Taylor: Mom, I just don’t want to go. It’s that simple.
Mom: I understand that you don’t want to go. I don’t understand why. How can I help you if
I don’t know what’s wrong?
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SKIT

(Continued from page 3)

Taylor: Remember Alex?
Mom: The classmate who used to pick on you?
Taylor: Yep. That’s the one.
Mom: I thought you said he had changed.
Taylor: Do people really change? Do they?
Mom: Actually, I’ve known many people who changed.
Taylor: Well, I don’t buy it! And Ms. Lincoln made him my field trip partner! I have to spend
all day with someone who has lived his life to make me miserable.
Mom: You said that he has been a completely different person this school year. Why are you
worried about it now? Has he done something to hurt you?
Taylor: No, worse! Way worse!
Mom: Oh no! What has he done?
Taylor: He’s been very……NICE! Overly nice. Give you his dessert for no reason nice. Talk to
you in the hall instead of knocking books out of your hands, nice. It’s horrifying!
Mom: (Sarcastically) Oh, now I see the problem!
Taylor: Is that sarcastic?
Mom: Yes. I don’t understand why you’re upset that he’s nice. I would think you’d be happy
about it.
Taylor: How can I be happy about it? People like Alex don’t change. They make you think
they have and then BAM! they catch you off guard and next thing you know, your shoelaces
are tied to your desk!
Mom: You’re wrong, Taylor. I know about a person who was so mean to people. He would
arrest them and sometimes kill them, just for believing in Jesus!
Taylor: Kill them? Why?
Mom: Well, he thought he was doing what he was supposed to do. He didn’t believe that
Jesus was the Son of God, so he punished anyone who believed He was.
Taylor: He makes Alex look like a saint!
4

Route 66 Lesson 8 - Children’s Ministry Curriculum

SKIT

(Continued from page 4)

Mom: One day, this man was on a mission to arrest more Christians when God stopped him
right where he was.
Taylor: Did God strike him with lightening for being so bad?
Mom: No, quite the opposite. He spoke to him, explained who He was and why it was
wrong to persecute the Christians.
Taylor: Then what happened?
Mom: Well, he was blinded by a bright light from Heaven and changed his whole life by
believing in Christ. To show that he was a different person, God changed his name from
Saul to Paul.
Taylor: I remember someone named Paul in the Bible, but it couldn’t be this guy.
Mom: Why not?
Taylor: Because the Paul we learned about built churches and led others to Jesus. He was
completely, 100% sold out to God!
Mom: Actually, this is the same Paul!
Taylor: Wait, what?
Mom: Once Paul’s eyes were opened to his wrongdoings, he gave his heart to the Lord and
went from persecuting Christians to being one. And, not only did he become a Christian, he
built churches, led others to Christ, and wrote a majority of the books in the New Testament!
Taylor: Wow. I didn’t realize that.
Mom: I’m not saying Alex is like Paul, but I do think you should give him a chance. People
can change.
Taylor: Thanks, Mom. I will definitely try to see Alex for who he is this year instead of who he
was before. (Hugs Mom.) You always know exactly what to say!
Mom: Now, enjoy your field trip! I can’t wait to hear all about it!
Taylor: Love you, Mom!
Mom: I love you too!
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HAND MOTION LESSON
During this series, there will not be a traditional object lesson. Instead, use this time to
teach and reinforce the hand motions that go with each book.
The book of Acts tells the story of the early church. It is because of their courage,
faithfulness, and love that we have a church where we can worship Jesus today. Our hand
motion for this book is an easy one. Put your hands together like you’re holding an axe.
Good. Now swing like you’re chopping down a tree. Acts. I think you’ll all remember that
one, won’t you?
Now, since we only had to learn one book this week, let’s review all the books of the Bible
from Genesis through Acts!
Repeat all the books of the Bible up to this point and their hand motions several times to
wrap up the lesson.
Don’t forget the song about the books of the Bible:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ipG58EOp88
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LARGE GROUP GAME
Gamechanger
ITEMS NEEDED:
none
INSTRUCTIONS:
Divide the kids into teams. Have the Gamechanger (Narrator) say a word and the first
team that says a word that is opposite gets a point. For example, if the Gamechanger
says “hot” the winning team would say “cold.” Continue playing the game as long as
class time allows. The team with the most points at the end of the game wins.
VARIATION:
The words the Gamechanger uses can be adjusted depending on the age of the kids.
WHAT’S THE POINT:
The lesson is about the complete change Saul made when he became Paul. His life was
the opposite of what it once was. This game will show how different opposites can be.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE:
The road to change is a road worth taking!
OBJECTIVE:
Kids will learn how God grew the early church despite obstacles on every side.
KEY PASSAGE:
Acts 9:1-20, The Conversion of Saul - The road to Damascus led to a life changing
experience.
INTRO:
Have you ever known a bully? Have you ever experienced bullying? Hopefully not,
but if you have, then you know how painful that is. Imagine the person bullying you
asked for your forgiveness, then wanted to be your best friend. Would you accept his
forgiveness? Would you trust him enough to be his friend?
Accepting change in someone can bring different emotions. You could be happy that
they have changed for the better. You could be hopeful, thinking this person won’t
cause you any pain anymore. You could be afraid to trust them for a while. This was a
position the early church found themselves in when Saul became Paul.
READ ACTS 9:1-20
MAIN POINT:
After Jesus’ death and resurrection, the disciples began to spread His ministry. It
wasn’t easy, because the religious leaders hated Christianity and wanted to make sure
it was stopped. Christians were arrested, even killed, because of their love for Christ
and their passion to tell others about Him. This didn’t stop them. They continued
spreading the Gospel, but were careful in how, where, and when it was done.
One enforcer of the religious leaders was Saul. He was educated in theology and was
passionate about his beliefs. He did not want this “new religion” called Christianity
to damage the foundation of temple worship. In his eyes, Christians were trying to
destroy what he had believed his entire life. For this reason, he took great pride in
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
arresting and killing Christians. In his mind, he was doing what was right.
On his mission to arrest any Christian he could find; he had an experience that
changed everything. On the road to Damascus, Jesus stopped Saul and questioned
why he was persecuting Him. There was a light so bright that Paul was blinded for
three days. Those traveling with him were shocked because they could hear Jesus’
voice but couldn’t see Him. Jesus changed Saul’s name to Paul and told him to go
into the city and wait for further instructions.
Jesus spoke to Ananias and told him to go to Paul to pray for him. Ananias was
afraid because he knew that Paul had the authority to arrest him. Jesus assured
Ananias that Paul had changed and would be used to spread the Gospel. Ananias
was obedient and found Paul where Jesus said he would be. When he prayed for
Paul, he regained his sight and was baptized. Paul went on to start many churches,
reaching beyond the Jews and to those who were not of the Jewish faith. He wrote a
majority of the New Testament. He was arrested by those who were once his people.
However, he didn’t let that stop him. He wrote while in prison. He told other prisoners
about Jesus. Most importantly, he continued to praise God in prison. Paul was truly a
changed man, and he went on to change the world.
DRIVE IT HOME:
What if no one gave Paul a chance due to his previous actions? What if they refused
to accept that he had changed? It had to be hard to trust someone who had tortured
your family or friends. However, the early church was obedient to Christ and allowed
Paul to do the work Jesus told him to do.
God used a hated and feared man to spread His Gospel. If God has faith that
someone can change, then we must have faith as well. It’s not easy to do, but we
don’t have to have faith in that person. Our faith is in God and He will take care of all
the details.
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Thank you for changing us.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
ICEBREAKER:
Have you ever met a bully?
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Have a word or group of words from the memory verse on paper and give one to
each child. Have the group work together to stand in line with their papers, in the
right order.
SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Have the group sit in a circle. Whisper a simple sentence or phrase in the ear of one
student and have them repeat it to the person on their left. They have to whisper and
can only say it one time. When it gets to the last one in the circle, it will be interesting
to see if it’s anywhere close to the original.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Acts 9:1-20
Why was Saul arresting Christians?
Why was Ananias afraid of Paul?
What happened when Saul saw the bright light?
How long was Paul blind?
What happened when Ananias prayed for Paul?
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Thank you for saving us.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3RD-5TH)
ICEBREAKER:
Have you ever met a bully?
MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:
Have a word or group of words from the memory verse on paper and give one to each
child. Have the group work together to stand in line with their papers, in the right order.
SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:
Have the group sit in a circle. Whisper a simple sentence or phrase in the ear of one
student and have them repeat it to the person on their left. They have to whisper and
can only say it one time. When it gets to the last one in the circle, it will be interesting to
see if it’s anywhere close to the original.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Acts 9:1-20
Why do you think it was hard for people to trust Paul?
After all Saul had done, why do you think God chose him to spread the Gospel?
How do you think Ananias felt when God asked him to find Paul and pray for him?
Why do you think God changed Saul’s name to Paul?
What would you do if you were asked to trust someone that hurt you?
SIMPLE PRAYER:
Dear God,
Thank you for saving us.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen

11

Route 66 Lesson 8 - Children’s Ministry Curriculum

POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
1. Where was Saul going when Jesus stopped him?
A. Rome
B. Damascus*
C. Jerusalem
2. Who did God send to pray for Paul?
A. Ananias*
B. Ezekiel
C. John
3. After Paul began preaching, his life was perfect, and he never had any problems.
A. True
B. False*
4. Paul wrote a majority of the New Testament.
A. True*
B. False
5. Paul was also arrested for preaching.
A. True*
B. False

12

Route 66 Lesson 8 - Children’s Ministry Curriculum

Route 66 Lesson 8
IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
This week we talked about Saul’s conversion to Paul. When Saul was changed to Paul, it was much
more than a name change. Everything about his life was different. Because of this change, Christian
churches were born. Acts 9:1-20, The Conversion of Saul - The road to Damascus led to a life
changing experience.
HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Ask your kids if they understand why Paul was different after he followed Jesus.
AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters:
Why do you think it was hard for Christians after Jesus was resurrected?
Why did Saul think he was doing the right thing by arresting Christians?
Why was Paul blind for three days?
		
AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:
Paul immediately started preaching about Jesus after his experience with Him.
Ask God to help your kids spread the Gospel.
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TAKE HOME ACTIVITY
ITEMS NEEDED:
Paper
Pens/Pencils/Crayons
Have the kids write down different ways they can spread the Gospel.
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“God has breathed life into all Scripture.
It is useful for teaching us what is true.
It is useful for correcting our mistakes.
It is useful for making our lives whole again.
It is useful for training us to do what is right.”

2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture.
It is useful for teaching us what is true.
It is useful for correcting our mistakes.
It is useful for making our lives whole again.
It is useful for training us to do what is right.”

“God has breathed life into all Scripture.
It is useful for teaching us what is true.
It is useful for correcting our mistakes.
It is useful for making our lives whole again.
It is useful for training us to do what is right.”

2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

CUT ON DASHED LINE

“God has breathed life into all Scripture.
It is useful for teaching us what is true.
It is useful for correcting our mistakes.
It is useful for making our lives whole again.
It is useful for training us to do what is right.”

