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LESSON SNAPSHOT
ROADSIDE ATTRACTIONS  
Paul’s Letter to the Churches (Romans through 2 Thessalonians)  

BOTTOM LINE:  
Paul traveled by foot to spread the Gospel. 

OBJECTIVE:  
Kids will learn how Paul helped the early church to keep their eyes on Jesus.  
 
BOOKS TO MEMORIZE:  
Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
1 Thessalonians, and 2 Thessalonians. 
 
KEY PASSAGE:  
Philippians 2:1-13, Imitate Christ - Paul was committed to teaching the churches.  
 
MEMORY VERSE:  
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV) 

SUMMARY:  
Paul was responsible for building many of the early churches. Even after he moved 
on to the next town, he continued to teach by writing letters to each church. These 
letters are found in the New Testament and we are still learning from them today.  
 
SIMPLE PRAYER: 

Dear God, 
Thank you for the early churches.  
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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MEMORY VERSE
“God has breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is 
useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is 
useful for training us to do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us 
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to 
do what is right.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (KJV) 

LARGE GROUP: 

Separate the class into teams. Have one member of each team compete against the 
other to see who can quote the verse first.  

SMALL GROUP: 

Have the kids compete against each other to see who can quote it first.
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SKIT
LETTER FROM AFRICA 

ITEMS NEEDED: 

Backpack

Letter in an envelope 

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 

1 Female and 1 child (either male or female) 

CHARACTERS: 
Mom
Taylor (child)

Taylor runs in wearing a backpack, carrying in some mail.

Taylor: MOM! MOM! 

Mom comes in.

Mom: What’s wrong? What happened?

Taylor: I got mail. Look, this has my name on it!

Mom: Taylor, you nearly gave me a heart attack! I thought something was wrong!

Taylor: I never get mail and look at this! It’s addressed to me!

Mom: That is exciting! It’s from your Aunt Stacy!

Taylor: Aunt Stacy? All the way in Africa?

Mom: Yes! Let’s open it and see what she has to say!

Mom or Taylor reads the letter:

	 My	sweet	Taylor,	I	hope	you’re	doing	well!	I	have	finally	arrived	at	the	small	
village	where	I	will	be	teaching	the	young	children.	It	is	so	different	here!	We	take	so	
much for granted back home. You’ve been on my mind since we said our goodbyes 
at the airport. I want to tell you to please, please, stay focused on Jesus! Read your 
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SKIT (Continued from page 3)

Bible every day. Pray! Talk to Jesus like a best friend, because that’s who He is! I know 
I	will	see	you	in	six	short	months,	but	after	the	long	flight,	I	feel	so	far,	far	away	from	
you and the rest of the family. Never forget that you are fearfully and wonderfully made, 
according to Psalm 139:14! As I teach these children in Africa, I will be continuously 
praying for you to walk with the Lord and draw closer to Him each day. Never forget 
how	much	I	love	you!	I	love	you	to	infinity!	

P.S. I do not have cell service or internet where I live, so we will have to rely on snail 
mail. I look forward to hearing from you soon!

Love, 
Aunt Stacy

Taylor: Wow! 

Mom: Definitely wow!

Taylor: She doesn’t have cell service or internet!!!!

Mom: (Annoyed) That’s all you got out of her letter?

Taylor: No! I just can’t imagine living somewhere like that! Why would Aunt Stacy leave 
her nice apartment and live somewhere so far away? 

Mom: She feels God was leading her to use her teaching experience to teach children 
who may have never heard about God. 

Taylor: Never?

Mom: Taylor, we are very blessed to live where we are. There are people all over the 
world who have never heard about God and people who have heard about Him, but 
don’t understand who He is.

Taylor: I can’t even imagine life like that! It was very nice of her to think of me and write 
me a letter! 

Mom: She wants to be part of your life, even when she can’t be here in person. Most 
importantly, she wants to make sure you grow in your relationship with God.

Taylor: She told me that before she left.
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SKIT (Continued from page 4)

Mom: Yes, but she wants to remind you as often as she can. Just like Paul when he 
wrote letters to the early churches. 

Taylor: What did he say?

Mom: Well, he reminded them of what he preached before he left.

Taylor: Like Aunt Stacy!

Mom: Yes! He encouraged them and kept teaching them, even when he couldn’t be 
with them. 

Taylor: Like Aunt Stacy!

Mom: Christianity was brand new and Paul wanted to make sure they were staying on 
the right path. He wanted them to stay close to God and each other. 

Taylor: Mom, will you help me write a letter to Aunt Stacy? I want to get it in the mail 
tomorrow!

Mom: Absolutely!
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HAND MOTION LESSON 
During this series, there will not be a traditional object lesson. Instead, use this time to 
teach and reinforce the hand motions that go with each book. 

Paul wrote letters to the early churches to remind them of what Jesus had done for 
them and encourage them to live like Christ. If we study these books, we will find useful 
passages like the Fruit of the Spirit to help us live for Jesus. 

The first letter is called Romans. Rome was a powerful city with a grand army. Let’s give a 
sharp military salute to help us remember Romans. 

The next two letters are First and Second Corinthians. Let’s count from 1 to 2 on our 
fingers and then open our arms to make a big C for Corinthians. 

Now bend your lower arm back into the C-shape to make a G for Galatians, the next letter 
in the New Testament written to the church at Galatia. 

Ephesians is next, and Ephesians starts with an E. Take one hand, turn it sideways, and 
spread your middle three fingers into an E shape to remember the letter to the Ephesians. 

Philippians comes next. Flip your hand from one side to the other to remember to “flip” to 
Philippians. 

Then, we come to Colossians. Let me see you flex your colossal muscles as we 
remember the last of these seven letters. 

Finally, there’s 1 and 2 Thessalonians. Let’s count from 1 to 2 on our fingers and then hold 
one arm up and the other arm on top of it facing the other direction to make a “T”.

Let’s review the letters we learned today with their hand motions. Then let’s go back and 
see if we can go through the New Testament up through 2 Thessalonians. 

Repeat all the books of the Bible up to this point and their hand motions several times to 
wrap up the lesson.

Don’t forget the song about the books of the Bible: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ipG58EOp88
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LARGE GROUP GAME
Share God’s Word 

ITEMS NEEDED: 

Balloons

Small pieces of paper with books of the Bible written on them  

INSTRUCTIONS: 

Divide the group into teams. Have them line up, single file. The first person from each 
team will run to the front and grab a balloon. They will do whatever they can to pop 
it. Once it’s popped, they will read the book written on the paper and hand the paper 
to the next person in line. The next person will hold on to that paper and do the same 
with another balloon. Once that balloon is popped, that team member will read the new 
paper and hand both papers to the next person in line. This will continue until the last 
player of a team hands the first player all the papers from their balloons. The team that 
finishes first wins! 

VARIATION: 

If the kids are too young to read, they can just carry the paper to the next person in line.  

WHAT’S THE POINT: 

The early churches began because Paul shared the Gospel with the people in each 
town. This game shows how sharing God’s Word (Books of the Bible written on paper) 
takes teamwork.
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
BOTTOM LINE: 

Paul traveled by foot to spread the Gospel. 
 
OBJECTIVE: 

Kids will learn how Paul helped the early church to keep their eyes on Jesus.  
 
KEY PASSAGE: 

Philippians 2:1-13, Imitate Christ. – Paul was committed to teaching the churches.  
 
INTRO:

Have you ever received something in the mail or email from someone special? If so, how 
did it make you feel to hear from that person? Chances are, you were happy to know you 
were in their thoughts. Their words were important, so you read and reread their letter or 
message over and over to remember what was said. 

Keeping in touch with someone is important when you are no longer able to communicate 
with them in person. This is how the early churches felt when they received letters from 
Paul, their teacher and mentor. Even though he couldn’t be with them, he wanted to 
continue teaching and encouraging them any way he could. There was no internet, cell 
phones, mail, or pony express to carry messages, so it wasn’t as easy then as it is now. 
Paul knew he needed to stay connected to the churches he built and the people he left 
behind, so he wrote to them. Usually, a messenger would deliver the letter, after walking 
long distances to reach the churches.

Paul’s letters to the churches were so important that God wanted the next generation, the 
generation after that, the generation after that, all the way to today, to learn from Paul’s 
teachings. For this reason, the letters were included in the New Testament of the Bible. We 
can still learn from Paul today. 
 
READ PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13  
 
MAIN POINT:

Paul was responsible for starting many of the early churches. Once he felt the people were 
ready to lead the church on their own, he went to the next town to talk about Jesus and 
build another church. Each church was special to Paul, and he wanted to make sure they 
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LARGE GROUP LESSON
kept their eyes on Jesus. Religious leaders were trying to destroy the churches, so it was 
important that the Christians stayed together as they grew in their relationships with Christ. 

Since Paul could not be everywhere, he communicated by writing letters. Paul suffered 
a lot during this time and was even put in prison for preaching about Jesus. Some of the 
letters were written while he was in prison. No matter what he was going through, he made 
sure to encourage and teach the churches through his writings. Also, it’s important to 
realize that there were no cars, airplanes, or trains for Paul to ride to get from town to town. 
He had to walk. 

Not only did the early churches benefit from Paul’s letters, but churches throughout time 
also benefited as well, including those of us learning about them today. Paul’s ministry is 
the reason many of us are attending church today. God worked miracles through Paul and 
the churches.  
 
DRIVE IT HOME:

It’s amazing to realize that God loves us so much that He made sure we had examples 
from the birth and early days of Christianity. Paul was willing to do whatever it took, even if 
it meant being in prison, to carry on the message of Jesus! Eventually, Paul gave his life to 
preach the Gospel. That’s dedication, love for God, and love for people. 

How many of us could do what Paul did? We have so many more opportunities and ways 
to spread the message of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. We have phones, social 
media, internet, Facetime, and many other ways to communicate with those around the 
world. If Paul can minister to people without any of those luxuries, we should have no 
excuses when it comes to telling others about Jesus.

What are you doing to share Jesus with others? There are many ways to show His love. 
You can witness to people, invite them to church, or pray for them. Sometimes, the 
greatest witness is not what we say, but what we do. We need to show compassion and 
love for others the way Jesus did, and the way Paul carried on after Jesus’ resurrection.  
 
CLOSE WITH A SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank you for those who minister to us! 
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (K-2ND)
ICEBREAKER:

Have you ever received any mail of your own? 
 

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:

Have the kids compete against each other to see who can quote it first.  

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:

Play musical chairs with the Books of the Bible Song. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ipG58EOp88  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Philippians 2:1-13
How did Paul communicate with the churches when he wasn’t there?
Who wanted to destroy the churches?
Why was Paul in prison?
What did Paul write in his letters?

How can we witness to others? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank	you	for	your	Word. 
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION (3RD-5TH)
ICEBREAKER:

Have you ever received any mail of your own?  

MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY:

Have the kids compete against each other to see who can quote it first.  

SMALL GROUP GAME/ACTIVITY:

Play musical chairs with the Books of the Bible Song. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ipG58EOp88  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
Read Philippians 2:1-13
Why do you think it was important for the churches to receive Paul’s letters?
How would you feel if you were in prison for being a Christian?
Why do you think people wanted to destroy the early churches?
How far do you think Paul had to walk from one town to the other?

How can you witness to others about Jesus? 

SIMPLE PRAYER:

Dear God, 
Thank	you	for	your	Word!	 
In Jesus’ name,  
Amen
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POWERPOINT REVIEW GAME
1. Who wrote the letters to the early churches?

 A. Paul*

 B. Mark

 C. John

2. How did Paul communicate with the early churches?

 A. By phone

 B. Writing letters*

 C. Flying

3. Paul was in prison for telling others about Jesus.

 A. True*

 B. False

4. Paul wrote letters to the churches to talk about the weather.

 A. True

 B. False*

5. Paul gave his life to preach the Gospel.

 A. True*

 B. False
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 IN THE CAR:
Ask your child what they learned about this week on the drive home:
This week we talked about Paul’s ministry. Paul was responsible for building many of the early 
churches. Even after he moved on to the next town, he continued to teach by writing letters to each 
church. These letters are found in the New Testament and we are still learning from them today. 
Philippians 2:1-13, Imitate Christ. – Paul was committed to teaching the churches. 

  HANGING OUT:
Make this week’s lesson real:
Ask your kids why Paul kept in touch with each of the early churches.
 

 AT DINNER:
Here are some great discussion starters: 

Why do you think Paul was so important to the early churches?

How would you feel if you were put in prison for telling others about Jesus?

What can you do to tell others about Jesus?

  AT BEDTIME:
Quiz your child on this week’s memory verse:

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV)

 PARENT TIME:
What you need to know:

It was important for Paul to tell others about Jesus, no matter the cost. 

Ask God to help your children witness to others.
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TAKE HOME ACTIVITY
ITEMS NEEDED:

Envelope addressed to a missionary

Paper

Pen/Pencil

Have the kids write a letter to a missionary of your choice. As Paul 
encouraged the churches, it’s important that we encourage those in ministry 
today. If they can’t write, you could have them draw a picture.
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“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)

“God has breathed life into all Scripture. 
It is useful for teaching us what is true. 
It is useful for correcting our mistakes. 

It is useful for making our lives whole again. 

It is useful for training us to do what is right.” 
2 Timothy 3:16 (NIrV)


